MINUTES

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COMMISSIONERS’ BOARDROOM

TUESDAY. OCTOBER 28, 2025

PRESENT: CHAIRMAN PETE STEPHENS, VICE CHAIRMAN DENNIS BRINSON,
COMMISSIONERS, RUSTY DAVIS, BOBBY BARBER, JR, STEVE BROCK AND GEORGE
ANDERSON, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR ALAN THOMAS, COUNTY ATTORNEY BRUCE
KIRBO, AND COUNTY CLERK MICHELLE WEST

INVOCATION AND THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Stephens called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. After the call to order, Vice
Chairman Brinson gave the invocation and all those assembled pledged allegiance to the flag of the
United States of America.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Commissioner Davis made a motion to approve the agenda, as presented. Commissioner Barber
seconded the motion; a vote was taken and unanimously approved.

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS

There were no Special Presentations.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There was no Public Participation.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Commissioner Brock made a motion to approve the minutes of the Commissioners’ meeting held
October 14, 2025, as presented. Commissioner Anderson seconded the motion; a vote was taken and
unanimously approved.

PUBLIC HEARING — AMENDMENT TO BUILDING PERMIT FEE SCHEDULE

Commissioner Barber made a motion to enter into the Public Hearing. Commissioner Anderson
seconded the motion. A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Stephens recognized Steve O’Neil, Director of Community & Economic Development who
stated in 2024, HB461 became effective and no longer allowed local governments to base permit fees
on the cost of construction. As a result of this legislation, the Building Department has developed a new
system based on the square footage of buildings, along with flat fees for certain permit types. Director
O’ Neil stated, the new fee schedule was in line with what surroundings counties were charging for permit
fees.

Chairman Stephens opened the floor up for questions or comments from the audience and the Board on
the amendment to the building fee schedule. There being no comments or questions from the audience
and no further discussion, Commissioner Davis made a motion to close the Public Hearing and enter
back into Regular Session. Commissioner Brock seconded the motion. A vote was taken and
unanimously approved.

QLD BUSINESS

There was no Old Business.

NEW BUSINESS

Consider Approval of Amended Building Fee Schedule. Commissioner Stephens recognized County
Administrator Thomas who stated Director O’Neil presented the amendments to the building fee
schedule in the public hearing and is recommending approval by the Board with the amendment




becoming effective immediately. Commissioner Davis made a motion to approve the amendments, a
copy of which is attached. Commissioner Brock seconded the motion, a vote was taken and unanimously
approved.

Georgia Forestry Commission Annual Report. Chairman Stephens recognized Bryan Cottles, Chief
Ranger who presented the annual report. Chief Ranger Cottles stated everything was in line with the
previous year. The Decatur County Unit received a new type 6 engine which was immediately deployed
to assist with the wildfires in California, Oregon, Washington and the counties affected by Hurricane
Helene. Chief Ranger Cottles thanked the Commissioners for their continued support.

Consider Transfer of Property to Georgia Forestry Commission. Commissioner Stephens
recognized County Administrator Thomas who stated he and Chief Ranger Cottles have been in
discussion about the Gorgia Forestry Commission’s need for the property located adjacent to the Georgia
Forestry Commission on Dothan Road. Decatur County currently owns the 3.09 acres of property, but
to his knowledge has never used the property. Therefore, County Administrator Thomas is
recommending Decatur County transfer the 3.09 acres of property to the Georgia Forestry Commission
and in the event the Georgia Forestry Commission quits using the property for their purpose the property
would revert back to Decatur County. Commissioner Barber made a motion to transfer the property to
the Georgia Forestry Commission. Comumnissioner Brock seconded the motion, a vote was taken and
unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Insurance Brokerage Services Agreement. Commissioner Stephens
recognized County Administrator Thomas who stated in 2016, Decatur County Board of Commissioners,
City of Bainbridge and Memorial Hospital of Bainbridge and Decatur County formed a captive insurance
program named Decatur County Healthcare Cooperative. County Administrator Thomas stated the
attached agreement is a continuation of the services and is recommending approval by the Board.
Commissioner Davis made a motion to approve the agreement, a copy of which is attached.
Commissioner Barber seconded the motion, a vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of BJA Application. Chairman Stephens recognized County Administrator
Thomas who stated this application was received from the District Attorney’s Office for BJA FY25 Paul
Coverdell Forensic Science Improvement Grant and the application requires the Board of
Commissioners approval to apply. If the grant is awarded, the amount of funds received would be
$490,422 and County Administrator Thomas is recommending approval by the Board. Vice Chairman
Brinson made a motion to approve the application, a copy of which is attached. Commissioner Davis
seconded the motion, a vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Errors & Releases. Chairman Stephens recognized County Administrator
Thomas who stated a copy of the Errors and Releases were included in the Commissioners’ packet
County Administrator Thomas stated the Tax Commissioner and the Board of Assessors have approved
and is recommending approval by the Board. Commissioner Brock made a motion to approve the Errors
and Releases, a copy of which is attached. Commissioner Barber seconded the motion, a vote was taken
and unanimously approved.

Consider Cancellation of November 11, 2025 Meeting (Veteran’s Day). Commissioner Barber made the
motion to cancel the meeting. Commissioner Anderson seconded the motion, a vote was taken and
unanimously approved.

COMMISSIONERS/ADMINISTRATOR’S REMARKS

The Commissioners thanked everyone for coming.
ADJOURN

There being no further business, the meeting, on motion by Commissioner Davis was duly adjourned.
Commissioner Brock seconded the motion; a vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Approved: @ 7}( m

Chainman, Pete Stephens

Attest: MM ettt B Lutead
County Clerk, Michelle B. West




PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT FOR INSURANCE BROKERAGE
SERVICES

THIS AGREEMENT is made and entered into this 1% day of January, 2026 ("Effective
Date™), by and between MEMORIAL HOSPITAL AND MANOR, CITY OF
BAINBRIDGE AND DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, dba
Decatur County Healthcare Cooperative, ("Cooperative™) and PLF, Incorporated, doing
business as “Forsyth Insurance”, a Georgia Corporation ("Consultant").

WITNESSETH

A. WHEREAS, Cooperative proposes to utilize the services of Consultant as an independent
contractor to provide insurance brokerage scrvices as more fully described in Consultant's
Proposal attached as Exhibit "A"; and

B. WHEREAS, Consultant represents that it has that degree of specialized expertise and
holds all necessary licenses to practice and perform the services herein contemplated; and

C. WHEREAS, Cooperative and Consultant desire to contract for the specific services
described in Exhibit "A" (the "Project”) and desire to set forth their rights, duties and liabilities
in connection with the services to be performed; and

D. WHEREAS, no official or employee of Cooperative has a financial interest in the subject
matter of this Agreement.

NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the mutual covenants and conditions
contained herein, the parties hereby agree as follows:

SERVICES PROVIDED BY CONSULTANT
1.1.  Scope of Services. Consultant shall provide the professional services described
in Consultant's Proposal, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit "A" and incorporated
herein by this reference.

1.2.  Professional Practices. All professional services to be provided by Consultant
pursuant to this Agreement shall be provided by personnel experienced in their respective fields
and in a manner consistent with the standards of care, diligence and skill ordinarily exercised by
professional consultants in similar fields and circumstances in accordance with sound
professional practices. It is understood that in the exercise of every aspect of'its role, within the
scope of work, consultant will be representing the Decatur County Healthcare Cooperative, and
all of its actions, communications, or other work, during its employment, under this contract is
under the direction of the Cooperative. Consultant also warrants that it is familiar with all laws
that may affect its performance of this Agreement and shall advise the Cooperative of any
changes to law or regulations that may affect the execution of this agreement.

1.3.  Performance to Satisfaction of Cooperative. Consultant agrees to perform all the
work to the complete satisfaction of the Cooperative. If the quality of work is not satisfactory,
the Cooperative in its discretion has the right to:




(@) Meet with Consultant to review the quality of the work and resolve the matters of
concern;

(b)  Require Consultant to repeat the work at no additional fee until it is satisfactory;
and/or

(c) Terminate the Agréement as hereinafter set forth.

1.4, Warranty. Consultant warrants that it shall perform the services required by this
Agreement in compliance with all applicable Federal and State and Local laws and ordinances
applicable to the services required under this Agreement. Consultant shall indenmify and hold
harmless Coocperative from and against all claims, demands, payments, suits, actions,
proceedings, and judgments of every nature and description including attorneys' fees and costs,
presented, brought, or recovered against Cooperative for, or on account of any liability under
any of the above-mentioned laws, which may be incurred by reason of Consultant's performance
under this Agreement.

1.5. Non-Exclusive Agreement. Consultant acknowledges that Cooperative may enter
into agreements with other consultants for services similar to the services that are subject to this
Agreement or may have its own employees perform services similar to those services
contemplated by this Agreement.

1.6.  Delegation and Assignment. This is a personal service contract, and the duties sct
forth herein shall not be delegated or assigned to any person or entity without the prior wiitten
.consent of Cooperative. Consultant may engage a subcontractor(s) as permitted by law and may
employ other personnel to perform services conternplated by this Agreement at Consultant's sole
cost and expense.

1.7.  Confidentiality. Employees of Consultant in the course of their duties may have
access to financial, accounting, statistical, and personnel data of private individuals and
employees of Cooperative. Consultant covenants that all data, documents, discussion, or other
information developed or received by Consultant or provided for performance of this Agreement
are deemed confidential and shall not be disclosed by Consultant without written authorization
by Cooperative. Cooperative shall grant such authorization if disclosure is required by law. All
Cooperative data shall be returned to Cooperative upon the termination of this Agreement.
Consultant's covenant under this Section shall survive the termination of this Agreement.

COMPENSATION AND BILLING

21 Compensation. As compensation for the provision of services outlined in
Exhibit "A" and in accordance with this agreement, Consultant's total compensation shall be
$34.00 per covered employee per month. In addition to the consulting fee, the Consultant will
be entitled to receive any commissions paid on all voluntary benefits program. The Consultant
shall be paid on a monthly basis on the 15" day of the month beginning on the 15% day of
January 2026.




22 Records and Audits. Records of Consultant's services relating to this Agreement
shall be maintained in accordance with generally recognized accounting principles and shall
be made available to Cooperative or its Project Manager for inspection and/or audit at
mutually convenient times for a period of three (3) years from the Effective Date.

TIME OF PERFORMANCE

3.1. Commencement and Completion of Work. The professional services to be
performed pursuant to this Agreement shall commence within five (5) days from the Effective
Date of this Agreement. Said services shall be performed in strict compliance with the Project
Schedule approved by Cooperative as set forth in Exhibit "B," attached hereto and incorporated
herein by this reference. The Project Schedule may be amended by mutual agreement of the
parties. Failure to commence work in a timely manner and/or diligently pursue work to
completion may be grounds for termination of this Agreement.

3.2.  Excusable Delavs. Neither party shall be responsible for delays or lack of
performance resulting from acts beyond the reasonable control of the party or parties. Such
acts shall include, but not be limited to, acts of God, fire, strikes, material shortages,
compliance with laws or regulations, riots, acts of war, or any other conditions beyond the
reasonable control of a party.

- TERM ANDTERMINATION

41 Term, This Agreement shall commence on the Effective Date and end on
December 31, 2028 unless previously terminated as provided herein or as otherwise agreed to
in writing by theparties.

42, Notice of Termination. The Cooperative reserves and has the right and privilege
of canceling, suspending or abandoning the execution of all or any part of the work
contemplated by this Agreement, with or without cause, at any time, by providing written
notice to Consultant. The termination of this Agreement shall be deemed effective upon receipt
of the notice of termination. In the event of such termination, Consultant shail immediately
stop rendering services under this Agreement unless directed otherwise by the Cooperative.

43, Compensation. Except as otherwise provided, in the event of termination,
Cooperative shall pay Consultant for reasonable costs incurred and professional services




satisfactorily performed up to and including the date of Cooperative's written notice of
termination. Compensation for work in progress shall be prorated as to the percentage of work
completed as of the effective date of termination in accordance with the fees set forth herein.
In ascertaining the professional services actually rendered hereunder up to the effective date
of termination of this Agreement, consideration shall be given to both completed work and
work in progress, to complete and incomplete drawings, and to other documents pertaining to
the services contemplated herein whether delivered to the Cooperative or in the possession of
the Consultant.

44 Documents. In the event of termination of this Agreement, all documents
prepared by Consultant in its performance of this Agreement including, but not limited to,
finished or unfinished design, development and construction documents, data studies,
drawings, maps and reports, shall be delivered to the Cooperative within ten (10) days of
delivery of termination notice to Consultant, at no cost to Cooperative. Any use of
uncompleted documents without specific written authorization from Consultant shall be at
Cooperative's sole risk and without liability or legal expense to Consuitant.

GENERAL PROVISIONS

6.1  Entirc Agreement: This Agreement constitutes the entire Agreement between the
parties with respect to any matter referenced herein and supersedes any and all other prior writings
and oral negotiations. This Agreement may be modified only in writing, and signed by the parties in
interest at the time of such modification. The terms of this Agreement shall prevail over any
inconsistent provision in any other contract document appurtenant hereto, including exhibits to this
Agreement.

6.2 Representatives. The Cooperative Manager or his or her designee shall be the
representative of the Cooperative for purposes of this Agreement and may issue all consents,
approvals, directives and agreements on behalf of the Cooperative, called for by this Agreement,
except as otherwise expressly provided in this Agreement. Consultant shall designate a
representative for purposes of this Agreement who shall be authorized to issue all consents,
approvals, directives and agreements on behalf of Consultant called for by this Agreement, except
as otherwise expressly provided in this Agreement

6.3  Project Managers. Cooperative shall designate a Project Manager to work directly
with Consultant in the performance of this Agreement. Consultant shall designate a Project Manager
who shall represent it and be its agent in all consultations with Cooperative during the term of this
Agreement. Consultant or its Project Manager shall attend and assist in all coordination meetings
called by Cooperative.

6.4 Notices: Any notices, documents, correspondence or other communications
concerning this Agreement or the work hereunder may be provided by personal delivery,
facsimile email or U.S Postal Service and shall be addressed as set forth below. Such
communication shall be deemed served or delivered: a) at the time of delivery if such
communication is sent by personal delivery; b) at the time of transmission if such
communication is sent by facsimile or email; and c) 48 hours after "deposit in the U.S. Mail




as reflected by the official U.S. Postmark if communication is sent through regular United

Statesmail.

IF TO CONSULTANT:

Forsyth Insurance

P.O Box 1846

Bainbridge, Georgia 39818-1846
Tel: 229-246-6167

Attm: Scott Forsyth

IF TO COOPERATIVE:

Decatur County
Healthcare
Cooperative

P.O Box 158
Bainbridge, Georgia
30818

Tel: 229-248-2000




6.5.  Attorneys' Fees: In the event that litigation is brought by any party in connection
with this Agreement, the prevailing party shall be entitled to recover from the opposing party all
costs and expenses, including reasonable attorneys' fees, incurred by the prevailing party in the
exercise of any of its rights or remedies hereunder or the enforcement of any of the terms,
conditions, or provisions hereof.

6.6. Governing Law: This Agreement shall be governed by and construed under the
laws of the State of Georgia. In the event of any legal action to enforce or interpret this Agreement,
the parties hereto agree that the sole and exclustve venue shall be a court of competent jurisdiction
located in Decatur County, Georgia.

6.7.  Assignment: Consultant shall not voluntarily or by operation of law assign, transfer,
sublet or encumber all or any part of Consultant's interest in this Agreement without Cooperative's
prior written consent. Any attempted assignment, transfer, subletting or encumbrance shall be void
and shall constitute a breach of this Agreement and cause for termination of this Agreement.
Regardless of Cooperative's consent, no subletting or assignment shall release Consultant of
Consultant's obligation to perform all other obligations to be performed by Consultant hereunder
for the term of this Agreement.

6.8. Indemnification and Hold Harmless Consultant agrees to defend, indemnify, hold
free and harmless the Cooperative, its elected officials, officers, agents and employees, at
Consultant's sole expense, from and against any and all claims, actions, suits or other legal
proceedings brought against the Cooperative, its elected officials, officers, agents and employees
arising out of the performance of the Consultant, its employees, and/or authorized subcontractors,
of the work undertaken pursuant to this Agreement. The defense obligation provided for hercunder
shall apply without any advance showing of negligence or wrongdoing by the Consultant, its
employees, and/or authorized subcontractors, but shall be required whenever any claim, action,
complaint, or suit asserts as its basis the negligence, errors, omissions or misconduct of the
Consultant, its employees, and/or authorized subcontractors, and/or whenever any claim, action,
complaint or suit asserts liability against the Cooperative, its elected officials, officers, agents and
employees based upon the work performed by the Consultant, its employees, and/or authorized
subcontractors under this Agreement, whether or not the Consultant, its employees, and/or
authorized subcontractors are specifically named or otherwise asserted to be liable.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Consultant shall not be liable for the defense or indemnification
of the Cooperative for claims, actions, complaints or suits arising out of the sole active negligence
or willful misconduct of the Cooperative. This provision shall supersede and replace all other
indemnity provisions contained cither in the Cooperative's specifications or Consultant’s Proposal,
which shall be of no force and effect.

6.9. Independent Contractor. Consuliant is and shall be acting at all times as an
independent contractor and not as an employee of independent contractor. Consultant shall have
no power to incur any debt, obligation, or liability on behalf of Cooperative or otherwise act on
behalf of Cooperative as an agent. Neither Cooperative nor any of its agents shall have control
over the conduct of Consultant or any of Consultant's employees, except as set forth in this
Agreement. Consultant shall not, at any time, or in any manner, represent that it or any of its or
employees are in any manner agents or employees of Cooperative. Consultant shall secure, at its
sole expense, and be responsible for any and all payment of Income Tax, Social Security, State
Disability Insurance Compensation, Unemployment Compensation, and other payroll deductions




for Consultant and its officers, agents, and employees, and all business licenses, if any are required,
in connection with the services to be performed hereunder. Consultant shall indemnify and hold
Cooperative harmless from any and all taxes, assessments, penalties, and interest asserted against
Cooperative by reason of the independent contractor relationship created by this Agreement.
Consultant further agrees to indemmify and hold Cooperative harmless from any failure of
Consultant to comply with the applicable worker's compensation laws. Cooperative shall have the
right to offset against the amount of any fees due to Consultant under this Agreement any amount
due to Cooperative from Consultant as a result of Consultant's failure to promptly pay to
Cooperative any reimbursement or indemnification arising under this paragraph.

6.10. Cooperation. In the event any claim or action is brought agamst Cooperative
relating to Consultant’s performance or services rendered under this Agreement, Consultant shall
render any reasonable assistance and cooperation which Cooperative might require.

6.11. Ownership of Documents. All findings, reports, documents, information and data
including, but not limited to, computer tapes or discs, files and tapes furnished or prepared by
Consultant or any of its subcontractors in the course of performance of this Agreement, shall be
and remain the sole property of Cooperative. Consultant agrees that any such documents or
information shall not be made available to any individual or organization without the prior consent
of Cooperative. Any use of such documents for other projects not contemplated by this Agreement,
and any use of incomplete documents, shall be at the sole risk of Cooperative and without liability
or legal exposure to Consuitant. Cooperative shall indemnify and hold harmless Consultant from
all claims, damages, losses, and expenses, including attorneys' fees, arising out of or resulting from
Cooperative's use of such documents for other projects not contemplated by this Agreement or use
of incomplete documents furnished by Consultant. Consultant shall deliver to Cooperative any
findings, reports, documents, information, data, in any form, including but not limited to, computer
tapes, discs, files audio tapes or any other Project related items as requested by Cooperative or its
authorized representative, at no additional cost to the Cooperative.

6.12 Public Records Act Disclosure: Consultant has been advised and is aware that all
reports, documents, information and data furnished or prepared by Consultant, or any of its
subcontractors, and provided to Cooperative may be subject to public disclosure as required by the
Georgia Public Records Act (Georgia Government Code Section 50-18-70 et al.). The Cooperative
shall not, in any way, be liable or responsible for the disclosure of any trade secret including,
without Hmitation, those records so marked if disclosure is deemed to be required by law or by
order of the Court. ‘

6.13. Responsibility for Brrors. Consultant shall be responsible for its work and results
under this Agreement. Consultant, when requested, shall furnish clarification and/or explanation
as may be required by the Cooperative's representative, regarding any services rendered under this
Agreement at no additional cost to Cooperative. In the event that an error or omission attributable
to Consultant occurs, then Consultant shall, at no cost to Cooperative, provide all necessary design
drawings, estimates and other Consultant professional services necessary to rectify and correct the
matter to the sole satisfaction of Cooperative and to participate in any meeting required with regard
to the correction.

6.14. Prohibited Employment. Consultant will not employ any regular employee of
Cooperative while this Agreement is in effect.




6.15  Order of Precedence. In the event of an inconsistency in this Agreement and any of
the attached Fxhibits, the terms set forth in this Agreement shall prevail. If, and to the extent this
Agreement incorporates by reference any provision of any document, such provision shall be
deemed a part of this Agreement. Nevertheless, if there is any conflict among the terms and
conditions of this Agreement and those of any such provision or provisions so incorporated by
reference, this Agreement shall govern over the document referenced.

6.16  Costs. Each party shall bear its 0wn costs and fees incurred in the preparation and
negotiation of this Agreement and in the performance of its obligations hereunder except as
expressly provided herein.

6.17 No Third Party Beneficiary Rights. This Agreement is entered into for the sole
benefit of Cooperative and Consultant and no other parties are intended to be direct or incidental
beneficiaries of this Agreement and no third party shall have any right in, under or to this
Agreement.

6.18. IHeadings. Paragraphs and subparagraph headings contained in this Agreement are
included solely for convenience and are not intended to medify, explain or to be a full or accurate
description of the content thereof and shall not in any way affect the meaning or interpretation of
this Agreement. .

6.19. Construction. The parties have participated jointly in the negotiation and drafting
of this Agreement. In the event an ambiguity or question of intent or interpretation arises with
respect to this Agreement, this Agreement shall be construed as if drafted jointly by the partics and
in accordance with its fair meaning. There shall be no presumption or burden of proof favoring or
disfavoring any party by virtue of the authorship of any of the provisions of this Agreement.

6.20. Amendments. Only a writing cxecuted by the parties hereto or their respective
successors and assigns may amend this Agreement. -

6.21. Waiver. The delay or failure of either party at any time to require performance or
compliance by the other of any of its obligations or agreements shall in no way be deemed a waiver
of those rights to require such performance or compliance. No waiver of any provision of this
Agreement shall be effective unless in writing and signed by a duly authorized representative of
the party against whom enforcement of a waiver is sought. The waiver of any right or remedy in
respect to any occurrence or event shall not be deemed a waiver of any right or remedy in respect
to any other occurrence or event, nor shall any waiver constitute a continuing waiver.

622 Severability. If any provision of this Agreement is determined by a court of
competent jurisdiction to be unenforceable in any circumstance, such determination shall not affect
the validity or enforceability of the remaining terms and provisions hereof or of the offending
provision in any other circumstance.

6.23  Corporate Authority. The persons executing this Agreement on behalf of the parties
hereto warrant that they are duly authorized to execute this Agreement on behalf of said parties
and that by doing so the parties hereto are formally bound to the provisions of this Agreement.




IN WITNESS WIIEREOQF, the parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed by and
through their respective authorized officers, as of the date first above written.

[SIGNATURE PAGE FOLLOWS]




Each party is signing this agreement on the date stated oppaosite that party’s sighatiue.

MEMORIAL HOSPITAL AND MANOR

. By:
Date: Name: fimoy Ladon Toole
Title: CEQ
CITY OF BAINBRIDGE
Date:__/ /572035 / /@
T Name. Roy Oliver

Title: City Manager

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

g ==

Namé: Alan Thomas
Title: County Administrator
PLF, Inc.

Date: //4 //577 BY-

Name: Sco v
Tifle; President




Exhibit A: Scope of Services for Decatur County Healthcare
Cooperative

escrlptron ofSer\nces Included . ...\ Frequency

C Annually
_Annua_lly_ i -~
_Amnualy

. Annually L

' Unllmlted avallahlllty o a55|st with vanous.-human resource |ssues, mciudlng beneﬁt— and

legakrelatéd congerns " ) AS NGEdEd
S:;gg:;::t .322 attend service meetlngs w1th the Cl[ent FI/SBR, a.n.d select car“ner | . Quarterly / As N eede d
Assist in orlenta‘eon of nevi personnel in plan admlnrstrat]on S L s Needied
Assist in development of intérnal plari administration procedures: i AsNeeded |
: -Coordlnate research on benef' t—related Iegal |ssue5 with Compllance team LT B As Needéd .
. Provide dally a55|stance in resolvrng carner servrce lssues (lie., cla|ms, hilling, etc) SRR As_Needed o
Review plan documents summary plan descr' 'tlons, contrace: and other benefi t-related : As Need od .

: ;documents ‘
| Plan Ftenewal And Brokerag

'fCoordmate renewal activities ‘ Co _

| :;rreg%ageaﬁ:gingarms analysns, detallmg pald clalms, projected clalms plan enrollment .ancl . Annually/As Needed: _
Prepare prellmlnary renewal pl‘O]eCtIOI"l based on clalms analysrs .' n S s : .. “Annually
Quantlfy fi nanual rmpact of renewal negotlate varlance between renewal and FI/SBR : T

: projections : : : Annually

repare and " Annually,

7] Prepare and g U o T as Needed” T T

"“Direct and’ coordmate marketing process and carner data requests Co . AsNeeded: -

. Prépare and present Marketing Report, detailing current and proposed costs, prowder _ T

;"netwerks servrce capablhtres plan desrgns vendor evaluations, ete, : ' + As Needed :

- Prepare and submlt Executive Summary of final recommendatlons, includmg marginal cost . "

- analysis associated with program changes and/or pr|ce changes oo Annually ;

' A55|st with new plan |mplementat|on e P R o Annually -~

s Needed:

‘claims | . Sl : o o
_Identlfyclalms trends SRR ' . e As Needed
-Interact with carrier or outsourced dlsease management f rm usmg our clalms analytlcs tool T
when available to aggressively pursue i |dent|f‘ ed high-fisk claimants - Annually
Monitor health risk management program résults to ensure oblectwes are met modlfy as '; e ‘As Needed '

: appropriate - ‘
Health risk: management assessment sconng and mterpretatron

_Annually" '
Implen entatlen and monltorlng of health rrsk management and, wellness 1n|t|at|ve :

gement, report, detaﬂmgm claims pald by type ‘of service, dlagnostlc-::":-'":' I .
_catdgory, in- vs. out- of-network, brand drug vs: genenc drug ut|||zat|on, etc, (based oncarrier  Quartetly/As Needed -
reporting capabilities) .. e :




o :A_nnually )

* Monthly

':-other fringe benel"ts) S _ :
* Preparation of srgnature ready Form 55005 (lncludlng the preparatlon of any past due 5500’ PSR Annu'ally- ’
.- under the, dellnquent filer: program} B ; an P .
“.Summary Plan: Descrlptlon (SPD) preparatlon and rewew R P As Needed

_ Review of service agreemene: TPAS etc. L I i AS'Needed
“Plan and procedures audits for: complrance W|th the Internal Revenue Code, ERISA fi duaary T

. duties, HIPAA, efc, = = ST e A Needed

- HIPAA privacy ¢ and securrty compllance services . -' e j L LT S As Neéded
* Plan adniinistration form packages and:procedures protocols L welT e As Needed
: Quarterly newsletters and penodlc compllance alerts and webcasts R R '-'Perio'd_ic: .

-_fPartlmpanl: Commumcat;on and Enroilment Supporl: Semces

 Assist in'the deve[opment of an‘overall commUinication and enrollment strategy" T T Annually

Provide. advrce on employee commun:catmn matenals and strategy to. promote EEEE An Al

 understanding and appreciation of benefits . - - . o nnnualy.

_ Provide writter. commumcahon materlals to cllent such as Enrollment Brochure Enrollment L An I '

Total Compensation Statements and Benefits Posters - Annually
Provide web- based' bener' s admlnlstratmn/enrollment tool for open enroIIrnent and/or new BT :
hires:and henefit information. portal : : oo Ongoing.
Provide health agvocacy and. empioyee caII center serwce; SR e e Ongaing
:_ProwdeCOBRAadminlstratlon sewviges e oo UTUUTo 0 0 ongoing
Conduct patticipant enrol[ment/educat:on meetmgs s L T . AS Needed
Prepare wntten announcements of plan changes SR e P e AS.Ne,eded

;_'_-_Assrst in the development of an ovérall communlcatlon and. Enrollment shategy S Annually

_ f -Annuauy ST
S ‘Anriually - :
S opnnlally’ o
' Ongaing"
Annually o

~Monthly -
ooty
©Annually

- Annually -

k Ongomg

ANesded

ACA compliance s .. i - w7 AsNeeded




OMB Ne, 1121-0329
Anproval Expires 02/28/2027

BJA FY25 Paul
Coverdell Forensic

§ Science Improvement
§ — Competitive Grants
Program

Anticipated Total Amount to Be Awarded Under This
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BASIC INFORMATION

The U.8. Department of Justice (DQJ), Office of Justice Programs (QJP). Bureau
of Justice Asgistance (BJA} is accepting applications for funding in response to

this notice of funding oppaortunity (NOFQO).

‘Agency Name - | .S, Department of Justice
' e : | 'QOifice of Justice Programs
' _Bufeau of Justice Assistance

NOFO Title ' EV35 BUA Paul Coverdell Forensic Science
Improvement — Campetitive Grants Program

Anmncuncement Type : Initial _
Funding Opportunity Number | O-BJA- 2055TIATE
Assistance Listing Number 16.742

Executive Summary

This funding opportunity seeks fo improve forensic science and medical examinet/coroner
services, including services provided by faboratories operated by states and units of local
government. Funding is to be used for forensic science laboratories andfor medical
examiner/coroner offices. (See the Definitions section for additional information).

Under the Paul Coverdell Forensic Science Improvement Grant Program, state administering
agencies (SAAs) may apply for both formula and competitive funds. Units of local government
may apply for compefitive funds. This Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFQ} is ONLY for
compefitive funds. An applicant seeking to apply for Coverdelt formula funds must apply
separafely under BJA's FY25 Pau! Coverdell Forensic Science Improvement — Formula
Grants Program NOFO.

Piease ses the Efigiblé Applicants section for the ehgiblltty criteria.

QJF is committed to advancing work that furthers DOJ’s mission to upheld the rule of law, to
keep aur counry safe, and to protect civit rights. QJP provides federal leadership, funding, and
other critical resources to direcily support law enforcement, combat vilent crime, protect
Ametican chifdren, provide services to Ametican crime victims, and address public safety
challenges, including human frafficking and the opioid crisis.

Key Dates and Times
Funding Oppoertunity Release Date September 16, 2025
SAM.gov Registration/Renewal - | Recommend beginning process by Sepiember

_ _ 28, 2025, and ne later than Qctober 13, 2025
Step 1: Granis.gov Application Deadline | 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time on October 27, 2025
Step 2: JustGrants Application Deadline | 8:59 p.m. Eastern Time on November 3, 2025

Ul.S. Department of Justice | Office of Justice Programs | Bureaw: of Justice Assistance | NOFQ | ajp.gov I3
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_Fundmg Deta:tls
'Ant:c:pated Total Amount tc Be Awarded Under This Fundmg Opportunity:
34,313,113

'Anttcnpated Number of Awards: 14 |

Anticipated Award Ce;!mg Up to $500,000 .
Note: Appficants may propose a budget that is Jess than the anticipated award ceifing

© amount. The budgét should be reasonable to conduct the proposed prq;ect and be within
“the appl:canfs capacily fo manage.

Ant:cipated Period of Perfonnance Start Date: Ociober 1, 2025
Anticipated Period of Performance Duration: 36 months

Availability of Funds

This funding oppartunity, and awards under this funding opportunity, are subject to the
availability of funding and any changes or additional requirements that may be imposed by the
agency or by law. In addition, nothing in this NOFQ is intended fo, nor does it, create any right
or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at faw or in equity by any party against the
United States or its departments, agencies, enfities, officers, employess, agents, or any other
person.

The figures and calculations reflected in this NOFO are based on an estimated total amount
available of $28,754,088 (combined Coverdell Farmula and Coverdell Competitive Program
funds available), aithough the amount ulfimately made available could be higher or lower.
Applicarts are strongfy advised to check for updates to the NOFQ prior to submitting
applications.

Fifteen percent ($4,313,113) of the available funds will be distributed among states and units of
focal government through the Coverdell Competitive Program. Considerations in award
decisions will include the average annual number of Part 1 violent crimes reporied by each state
to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for calendar years 2021, 2022, and 2023; existing
resources; and current needs of the potential grant recipient. Units of local government that
provide forensic science or medical examiner/coroner services (whether through a forensic
science laboratory, medical examiner office, or coroner's office) may apply directly to BJAfor
competitive Tunds. A state may apply through its SAA for competitive funds for forensic sciences
impravements above and beyond those it can accomplish with its estimated amount of formula
funds.

Statutory Authority

Pub. L. No. 90-351, Title |, Sec. 2801-2806 {codified at 34 U.S.C. 10561-10566); Any awards
under this NOFO would be made under the statutory authority provided by the Consolidated
Appropriations Act, 2025,

U.S. Department of Justice | Office of Justice Programs { Bureau of Justice Assistance | NOFQ | ojp.gov | 4
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- Agency Ccntact Informatwn
- For assastance with the requiramems of this funding opportumty
QP Response Center - co
. Phone: 800-851 -3420 or 2%32-353«5’556 {T!'Y for heqrmg-lmparred caﬂers on%y)
~Emazil: OJP. Rﬂsgonse()eﬁter@usdo; gov .
Hours of operation: 8:00 a.m. 10 5:00 p.m. Eastem Time {ET} Mcnday—Fnday
“For assistance with SAM. gov {registraﬁoaﬁ?enewai)
' SAM.gov Help Desk =
Phone: 866-606-8220 :
" Web: SAM.gov Help Desk (Federal Servzce Desk)
Hours of oneratlon 8:00a.m. fo 8 GO pm. ET Morday—Fnday

_ For asszstance with Grani:s gov {reg;straﬁsn subm;ss;on of the Appi[catton for Feéerai
-Ass&tance SF-424%; o _
o Grants.gov 4 Customer Support Hotime
. Phone: 800-518-47286, 806-54_5-5035_ .
Emaill: suppori@grants.gov '
Web: Grants.gov Customer Support :
_chrs of opera‘tor 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, except on federai hekdays

For asszs’sance with Justemnﬁs {reg;stratzon submzss;on of full appircaﬁon}
JustGrants Service Desk :
Pnone 833-872-5175 .
" Email; JustGranis, Saggema,usdo; gov
Hours of operation: 7:00 a.m. to $:00 p.m. ET Monday—Fﬂday and 9 OCam. o
5 GG pm ET oﬂ_Satumay,Sunéay and feceral hoi;days.__ SRS S

_mecﬁfeﬂsfafgmﬁﬁrmeﬁ“ Tﬁﬁmmw
appt:cant that impact submission by the deadlines, see Exgenencmg Technical lssues.
Preventin Submsss;ors of an oiica‘tion Technical Waevers

Resources for Applying

OJP Grant Application Rescurce Guide: Referred 1o as the “Application Resource Guide™
throughout the NOFQ, this resource provides guidance to help applicants for QJP funding
prepare and submit their applications.

JustGrants Application Submission Training Webpage: Offers helpiul information and
resources on the grant application process.

Note: If this NOFO requires something different from any guidance provided in the Application
Resource Guide, the difference will be noted in this NOFO and the applicant should follow the
guidance in this NOFQ,

U.S. Department of Justice | Office of Justice Programs | Bureay of Justice Assistance | NOFCG | ojpgovi &
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ELIGIBILITY
Eligible Applicants

The fypes of entiies that are eligible to apptly for this funding opportunity are
listed beiow:

+» Government Entities

o0 G 00

<

« Ofther

e

Siate governments

County governments

City or fownship governments

Special district governments .

Native American Tribal govemnments (federally recoghized)

Native Amarican Tribal governments (other than federally recognized)

Units of local governmert

Other Units of Locat Government: For the purposes of this nofice of funding opportunity, ather
units of local government include towns, boroughs, parishes, villages, or other general purpose
pofifical subdivisions of a stale.

State Government Entifias: For the purposes of this NOFG, “state” means any state of the
United States, the District of Columbia, the Commanweatth of Puerte Ricg, the U.S. Virgin
Islands, Guarm, Armerican Samaa, and the Commonweslth of the Northern Mariana Islands.

Additional Applicant Eligibility Factors

States and uniis of local government may apply for FY25 Coverdell Competifive Program funds
far use for-forensic sciencetaboratories {see the Definitions section for additionalinformation on

- how “forensic-science-laboratory’ is-defined for the-purpeses-of this NOFQy——

States may be eligible for both formula and competitive funds. Units of local government within
states may be eligible for competitive funds and may apply direclly to BJA. This NOFO is ONLY
far the competitive funds. Any state application for funding MUST be submitied by the Coverdelt
SAA (see a list of SAAs on the OJP website at hifp:/fwww.olp. usdoj.gov/saa/index hitm). Other
interested state agencies or depariments must coordinate with their respective SAAs.

When applying for competifive funds, an SAA should consult with all interested state agencies to
prepare a request for competitive funds. No more than ane request for competitive funds per
state (SAA) will be funded. If more than one request for competitive funds is made by the state,
each should be submitied as a separate application in Grants.gov.

Unit of local government applicants. A unit of local government should consult all interested

components before preparing an application for competitive funds. No more than one
application for competitive funds per unit of local government wilt be funded. If more than one
request for competitive funds is made by the unit of local govemment, each should be submitted
as a separate application in Grants.gov. As part of the discussion of existing resources and
current needs, applicants requesting competitive funds should include information in the

U1.S. Department of Justice | Office of Justice Pregrams | Bureau: of Justice Assistance [ NOFO | ojp.gov i6
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proposal narrative that describes any known, specific impaci(s) on rescurces and needs
indicated by Part 1 violent crime data (state data and any data reported by the applicant).

The Coverdell law (34 U.S.C. § 10862) requires that, io request a grant, an applicant for
Coverdell funds must submit:

1. A ceriification and description regarding a plan for forensic science laboratories
(state form OR upnit of local government form). Each applicant must submit a
certification that the state or unit of local government has developed a plan for forensic
science laboratories under a program intended to improve the quality and timeliness of
forensic science or medical examiner services in the state, including such services
pravided by the laboratories operated by the stafe and those operated by units of local
government within the state. Applicants must also specifically describe the manner in
which the grant will be used to carry out that plan.

Z. A certification regarding use of generally accepted laboratory practices. Each
applicant must submit & ceriification that any forensic [aboratory system, medical
examiner's office, or coroner’s office in the statle, including any laboratery operated by a
unit of local government within the state, that will receive any portion of the grant amount
(whether directly or through a subgrant)} uses generally accepted laboratory practices
and procedures established by accrediting arganizations er appropriate certifying bodies.

3. A certification regarding forensic science {aboratory accreditation. Each applicant
miust submit a certification that any farensic science laborafory system in the state,
including any laboratory operated by a unit of local government within the state, that will
receive any portion of the grant amount (whether directly or through a subgrant) either is
accredited or is not so accredited, but wilt (or will be required in a legally binding and
enforceable writing to) use a portion of the grant amaunt to prepare and apply for such
acereditation not maore than 2 years after the date on which a grant is awarded under the
FY 2025 Coverciell Program.

I Mﬁgmmgmqugsjmimds_mx_qmmed‘LcaLgxammgmuqungﬁs_qfﬁ;gs, e
are not required to submit this cerfification. See 34 U.S.C. § 10562(2).

4. A certification and description regarding costs of new faciiities. Each applicant
must submit a certification that the amouit of the grant used for the costs of any new
facility constructed as part of a program to improve the quality and timeliness of forensic
science ar medical examiner services will not exceed certain limitations set forih in the
Coverdell law at 34 U.S.C. § 10564{c). {See information on “permissible expenses” in
Federal Award Information,) Applicants must alse specifically describe any new facility to
be constructed, as well as the estimated costs of the facility.

NOTE: Applicants must submit this ceriification even if no new facilities are being
constructed.

5. A certification regarding external investigations into allegations of serious
negligence or misconduct and the External Investigations Attachment Template.
Each applicant must submit a certification that “a government entity exists and an
appropriate process is in place to conduct independent external investigations into
allegations of serious negligence or misconduct substantially affecting the integrity of the
forensic results committed by employses or contractors of any forensic laboratory

L1.S. Department of Justice | Office of Justice Programs [ Bureau of Justice Assistance | NOFO { ojp.gov | 7
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system, medical examiner office, coroner’s office, law enforcament storage facility, or
medical facility in the state that will recelve a portion of the grant amount.” In connection
with the cerification regarding external investigations (described above), applicants must
provide, prior to receiving award funds, the name(s) of the existing government entity {(or
government entities). This information is to be provided as an attachment to the proposal
narrative section of the application using the External Investications Attachment

Template.

Applicants are expected to carefully review the requirements of each certification befare
determining whether the cerfification may be properly made. Any certification that is submitted
must be executed by an official who is both familiar with the requirements of the certification and
authorized to make the certification on behalf of the applicant agency (that is, the agerncy
applying directly to BJA). Certifications must be submifted using the templates provided.

Certifications made an behalf of subrecipients of award funds—rather than certifications made
on behalf of the agency applying direclly to BJA—are not acceptable to safisfy the cerfification
requirements and shiould not be submitted.

Please note that funds will not be made available to applicant agencies that fail ta provide the
necessary information.

important Note on Referrals in Connection with Altegations of Sericus Negligence or
Misconduct ‘

The highest standards of integrity in the practice of forensic science are criicat to the
enhancement of the administration of justice. BJA assumes that recipients (and subrecipients)
of Coverdell funds will make use of the process referenced in their certification as to external
investigations and wilt refer allegations of serfous negligence or misconduct substantiafly
affecting the integrity of farensic results to government entities with an appropriate process in
place to conduct independent externaf investigations, such as the government entities identified
in the grant application.

- - -—Foreachfiscal yearof an-award-made under this NOFO; recipients-wilt be-required toreport fo- — -
BJA on an annual basis:

The number and nafurs of any such allegafions.

+ Information on the referrals of such allegations {e.g., the government entity or entities to
which referred, the date of referral}.

s The outcome of such referrals (if known as of the date of the report).

« [fany such allegations were not referred, the reason(s) for the nonreferral.

« Payments to recipients (including payments under future awards) may be withheld if the
required information is not submifted aon a timely basis.

This information must be included as an attachment to the semi-annual performance report that
is due on January 30 of each year. Payments to recipients (including payments under future
awards) may be withheld if the required information is nat submitted on a timely basis., each
year,

U.S. Department of Justice | Office of Justice Progréms } Bureaw of Justice Assistance | NOFQ | ojpgov i@
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Special Guidance on Certification Regarding Extemai Investigations into Allegations of
Serious Negligence or Misconduct

The cerlification regarding external investigations has a number of requirements, each of which
must be safisfied before the certification may be made. The official authorized to make the
certificafion on behalf of the applicant agency must carefully review each of the statutory
alements and this guidance before determining whether a certification properly may be made.

Affer reviewing the information and guidance provi-déd' here, the official, on hehalf of the
applicant agency, must defermine whether:

A government entity exists

with an appropriate process in place

to conduct independent, external investigations

into allegations of serious pegligencs or misconduct

substantially affecting the integrity of the forensic resuits

cammitied by employees or contractars

of any forensic [aboratory systern, medical examiner's office, coroner's office, [aw
enforcement starage facility, or medical facility in the stafe that will receive a portion of

fhe grant amount.
Note: In making this certification, the certifying official is certifying that these requirements are
satisfied not only with respect to the applicant Itself, but also with respect to each entity that will
raceive a porfion of the grant amount. Certifying officials are advised that:

e oW

1. A false statement in the certification or in the grant application that it supports may be
the subject of criminal prosecution, including under 18 U.S.C. § 1001 and/or 1621 and
34 U.S.C. §8 10271-10273.

2. OJP grants, including cerifications provided in conniection with such granis, are subject
fo review by QJP and/or DOJ’s Office of the Inspector General.

Limit on Number of Applications

An applicant may submit more fhan one application if each appfication proposes a different
project in response to the NOFQ. Also, an entity may be proposed as a subrecipient in more
than one appltication.

Applications under which two or more entities (project partners) would carry ouf the federal
award will be considered. However, only one entity may be the applicant for the NOFO; any
athers must be proposed as subremplents See the Application Resource Guide for additionat
infarmation on subawards.

Cost Sharing/Match Requirement
This NOFO does not require cost sharing/match.

11.8. Department of Justice | Office of Justive Programs | Bureau of Justice Assistance | NOFO | ojp.gov 19
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PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

General Purpose of the Funding

This NOFQ pravides campetitive funding under the Paul Coverdell Ferensic
Science Improvement Grants Frogram (the Coverdell Program), which awards
grants to states and units of locat government ta help improve forensic science and medicat
examiner/coroner services. Under the Coverdell Prograem, State Administering Agencles (SAAs)
may apply for both formula and competitive funds. Units of local government may apply for
competifive funds. This NOFQ is only for competifive funds. A state or unit of local government
that receives a Coverdell grant must use the grant for one or more of the following six
abjectives:

1. To carry out all or a substantial part of a program intended fo improve the quality and
timeliness of forensic science or medical examiner/coroner seivices in the state,
including those services provided by laboratories operated by the state and those
operated by units of local government within the state.

2. To eliminate a backlog in the analysis of forensic science evidence, including, among
other things, a backlog with respect fo firearms examination, lateni prints, impression
evidence, toxicology, digitat evidence, fire evidence, controlled substances, forensic
pathology, questiocned documents, and trace evidence.

3. To train, assist, and employ forensic laboratory personnel and medicolegal death
investigators, as heeded, to eliminate such a backlog.

4. To address emerging forensic science issutes (such as statistics, contextual hias, and
uncertainly of measurement) and emerging forensic scienee fechnology (such as high
throughput automation, stafistical software, and new types of instrumentation).

5. To educate and train forensic pathologists.

6. Tofund medicoiégsﬁ death investigation systems to facilitate accreditation of medical
examiner and coraner offices and cerification of medicolegal death investigators.

Important Note: Congress has appropriated funding to help the forensic science community
address the specific challenges crime faboratories are confronting related to the proliferation of
opioids and synthetic drugs. To address these issues, BJA plans to allocate approximately 59
percent of available funds to specifically targst the challenges that opicids and synthetic drugs
have brought to the forensic sclence community.

As described above in the Eligibility section, the Coverdelt law provides that, to request a grant,
each applicant must submit five certifications specific to the Coverdell Program. (Applicanis
requesting funds for only medical examiner’s offices or €ofoner’s offices are notrequired 10
subimit the certification regarding accreditation. (See 34 U.S.C. § 10562(2).)

Funding awarded under the Coverdell Program may not be used for research, However,
applicants may address emerging forensic science issues and technology through
implementation of new technologies and processes into public laboratories. Agencies are also
encouraged to participate in the National Forensic Leboratory Information System (NFLIS).
NFLIS is a program of the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) Diversion Control Division

U.5. Depariment of Justice | Office of Justice Programs | Bureau of Justice Assistance | NQFG | ojp.gov | 10
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that systematically collests drug identification results and associated infarmation fram drug
cases submitted to and analyzed by participating federal, state, and local forensic laboratories
with drug chemistry sections. The program consists of three companents (Drug, Toxicology, and
Medical Examiner/Caroner) that complement each other ta provide a holistic picture of the drugs
analyzed by the LS. forensic community, Data is submitted on a voluntary basis and agencies
are encouraged to seek participation from any labs used for outsourcing in an effort fo
strengthen the understanding of drug mortality, novel psychoactive substances, drug frequency
frends, levels of drugs invalved in cause of death, and laboratory or office methods and
practices.

Applicants shouid refer to Application Contents, Submission Reguirements, and Deadlines:
Budget Detail Form for infarmation on affowable and unallowable costs that may inform the
development of their project design.

Definitions
For the purposes of this NOFQ, the following are defined:

e Backlog: A backlog in the analysis of forensic science evidence exists if such evidence:

o Has been stored in & labaratory, medical examiner's office, coroner's office, [aw
enforcement storage facifity, or medical facility.

o Has not been subjected to all appropriate forensic tesfing because of a lack of
resources or personref.

» Forensic Science Laboratory: Any stateffocal government entity performing forensic
science services is considered a “forensic science laboratory.” Medical examiner and
coroner offices are considered fo be Torensic science [aboratories for the purposes of
this NOFO. '

» Research: A systematic investigation—including research development, testing, and
evaluation—designed ta develop or carntribute to generalizable knowledge. Validation of
established technclogies Tor mplernentation i ln a Iaboratory gatting is’ not considered

B 'TesearchforﬁT&*prpﬁses*oﬁhlS"N@FOi

» Accreditation: A formal process by which an impartial entity reviews the policies and
procedures of an organization to ensure its operations are consistent with national or
International standards. Accredifafion assesses a forensic laboratory's capacity ta
generate and inferpret resulfs in a particutar forensic discipline and helps ta ensure an
angoing compliance to industry and applicable international standards.

Notice Regarding DNA Testing

All tradifional {e.g., hongenetic genealogy) DNA analyses conducted using program funds must
be performed by a laboratory (government-owned or fee-for-service) that is accredited,
undergoes external audits at least once every 2 years, and demonstrates compliance with the
applicable DNA Quality Assurance Standards established by the Director of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation. All DNA analyses conducted, and profifes generated during the testing portion
of this program must be maintained pursuant to alt applicable federal privacy requirements,
including those described in 34 U.S.C. § 12592(b)(3).

Program activity involving Farensic Genetic Genealogical DNA Analysis and Searching (FGGS)
is subject to the DOJ Interirn Policy on Forensic Genetic Gengalogical DNA Analysis and

U.S. Department of Justice | Office of Jusfice Programs | Bureau of Justice Assistance { NOFC | ojp.gov L1
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Searching or the final policy, when issued. See the “Parformance Measures” section for
additional required grantee reporting on FGGS activities.

Agency Funding Priorities

in order to advance public safety and help meet its mission, QJP will provide priority
consideration fo applicants that propose (as applicable within the scape of this funding
oppariunity) prajects designed to advance the goals listed helow. Applicants seeking priority
consideration should specify in the proposal narrative (and in the budget detail form, if
applicahle) which of the following goal(s) the project ks intended to advance and how it will do
SO

a) Direcily supporting law enforcement operations (including immigration law enforcement
operations);

b} Combatiing vielent crime;

c) Supporting services fo American citizens;

d} Protecfion of American children; and

e) Support of Arnerican victims of trafficking and sexuat assault.

Notfe: Addressing these priority areas is one of many factors that QJP considers in making
funding decisians. Receiving priority consideration for one or more priority areas does not
guarantee a funding award.

Unailowabie Uses of Funds

The following are cerfain unallowable costs and certain aclivifies that are out of the program
scope and will not be furided.

1. Qut of program scope is any program or activity, at any tier that, directly or indirectly,
violates (or promotes or facilitates the viotation of) federal immigration law (including 8
: : - US:6-§ 1373) or impedes-or hinders the enforcement of federal immigration law—
e evcTudivg by Falling-fo comply with 8 1.8.C.§ 1373, give access to-DHS agents,orhonor ——— -
DHS requests and provide requested nofice to DHS ageriis.

2. Out of program scope is any program or activity, at any ter that violates any applicable
Federal civil rights or nondiscrimination [aw, This includes violations that (1) indirectly
violate the law, including by promoting or facilitating violations; or (2) unfawfully favor
individuals in any race or pretected group, including on a majority or minotity, or
privileged or unprivileged, basis, within a given area, population, or sector.

3. As specified in the DOJ Grants Financial Guide, in Chapter 3.13 “Unallowable Costs”
(‘Legal Services for Aliens”™), any obligafions of funds, at any tier, under this award to
pravide (or to support the provision of) legal services to any removahle alien or any alien
otherwise unlawfully present in the United States shall be unallowable costs for
purposes any award made under this notice, but the foregoing shall not be understood to
apply: (1) to legal services to obtain protection orders for victims of crime; or (2) to
Iminigration-related legai services that may be expressly authorized or required by any
law, or any judicial rufing, goveming or applicable to the award.

{1.S. Department of Justice | Office of Justice Programs | Bureau of Justice Assistance | NOFO | ojp.gov | 12
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Program Goals and Objectives

The goat of Coverdell Program grants to applicant states is to demonstrate improvement over
current operations in forensic science or medical examinerfcoroner services provided in the
state, including services provided by lahoratories operated by the state and services provided
by laboratories operated by units of local government within the state. Reduction in forensic
analysis backlogs is considered an improvement in timeliness of services.

The goal of Coverdell Program grants made directly to units of local govemment is fo
demonstrate improvement over current operations in forensic sclence or medical
examiner/coroner services provided by the locat jurisdiction.

Goal 1: Improve quality of forensic science services.

Objective 1: To carry out all or a substantial part of a program intended to improve the
quality and timeliness of forensic sclence ar medical examiner/coroner services in the
state, including those services pravided by laboratories operated by the state and those
operated by units of local government within the stafe.

Objective 2: To address emerging forensic science issues (such as statistics, contextual
bias, and uncertainty of measuremant) and emerging forensic sclence technology (such
as high throughput autornation, statistical software, and new types of instrumentation).

Obiective 3: To educate and train forensic pathelogists.

Qhjective 4: To fund medicolegal death investigation systems to facilitate accreditation
of medicat examiner and coroner offices and certification of medicolegal death
investigatars.

Goal 2: improve timeliness of forensic science services,

Objective 1: To eliminate a backlag in the analysis of forensic science evidence,
__including, among other things, a backlog with respect to firearms examingtion, latent

prints, impression evidence, toxicology, digital evidence, fire evidence, controlied

substances, forensic pathology, questioned documents, and frace evidence.

Qbjective 2: To train, assist, and employ forensic laboratory personnel and medicolegal
death investigators, as needed, fo eliminafe such a backlog.

How Awards Will Contribute to Program Goals/Objectives

Coverdelt awards will improve the quality and timeliness of forensic science or medical
examinerfcoroner services in the state, inctuding those services provided by laboratories
operated by the state and those operated by units of local government within the state.

Expected Outcomes: Deliverables and Performance Measures

To achieve the goals and objectives of this funding opportunity, QJP has identified expected
deliverables that must be produced by a recipient. OJP has also identified performance
measures {pieces of data) that will indicate how a recipient is achieving the performance goals
and objectives previously identified. Recipients will need fo collect and report this performance
measure data to OJP.
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OJP will measure success by reviewing a recipient's submission of performance reports and
data and the extent to which project implementation reflects progress toward the goals and
objectives of this NOFQ. ‘

Deliverahles
Recipients under this funding opporfunity will not need to submit any deliverables other than the
standard Post-Award Reguiremenis and Administration.

Performance Measures

OJP will require each award reciplent to submit regular performance reports that communicate
progress toward achieving the goals and objectives identified in Program Goals and Oblectives.
Applicants can visit CJP's performance measurement page at oip.gov/performance for more
information on performarice measurement activities.

Alist of petformance measure questions for this NOFQ can be found at Coverdell Competitive
petformance measures.

Funding Instrument

OJP expects to make awards under this funding opportunity as grants. See the Administrative.
Nationaj Policy, and Other | egal Requiremenis section of the Application Resource Guide for a
brief discussion of important statutes, regulaiions, and award conditions.
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APPLICATION CONTENTS, SUBMISSION
REQUIREMENTS, AND DEADLINES
This NOFQ contains all the infarmation needed o apply for this funding

opporfunity. The application for this funding opportunity is submitted through
- web-based forms and attachments in Grants.gov and JustGrants through the steps that follow.

Unigue Entity Identifier (UEI) and SAM.gov Registration

To submit an application, an applicant must have an active registration in the System for Award
Management (SAM.gov). SAM.gov assigns entities a unigue entity identifier (UED) that is
required for the entity to apply for federal funding. Applicants will enter their UEL with their
application. Award recipients must then maintain an active UEL for the duration of their award's
period of performance.

First-ime Registration: Entities registering in SAM.gov for the first time wili submit information
about their enfity type and structure, financial information (such as dates of the fiscal year,
banking information, and executive compensation), entity points of contact, and other
information. The information fs reviewad and verified by SAM.gov, and then a UEl is issued.
This process may take several weeks, so entities considering applying for funding should begin
the registration process as soon as possible.

Renewing an Existing Registration: Entities must renew their SAM.gov registration every 12
months to keep it active. If an entity does not renew their SAM.gov registration, it will expire. An
expired registration can delay or prevent the submission of an appfication for funding in
Grants.gov and JustGrants.

Applicants are encouraged to start the SAM.gov registration or renewal process at least 20
days prior to the application’s Grants.gov deadline. Applicants who fail ta begin the
registration or renewal process at least 10 business days prior to the Grants gov deadline may
-~ it beeble to complete the prccemntmeandmk?nctbe considered for s technicat-waiverthat-—
allows for lafe submission,

Submission Instructions: Summary

Applications must be submitted to DOJ electronically through a two-step process that begins in
-Grants-gov-and-is completed in JustGrants:-See Baglc-Information: Kev Dates-and Times for the
Grants.gov and JustGrants application deadlines.

« Step 1: The applicant must submit the required Application for Federal Assistance SF-
424 by the Grants.gov deadline.

s Step 2: The applicant must submit the full application, including attachments, thmugh
JusiGrants by the deadline (see JusticeGranis.usdol.gov).

Submission Step 1: Grants.gov Submission of SF-424

Access/Registration
If the applicant does not already have a Grants.gov account, they will need to register for this
opportunity in Grants.gov. Applicants should follow the Grants.gov Quick Start Guide for
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Applicants to register, create a workspace, assign roles, submit an application, and troublesheot
issues.

Submission of the SF-424

Applicants will begin the application process in Grants.gov with the submission of the SF-424,
which collects the applicant's name, address, and UE!; the funding oppertunity number; and
proposed project title, among other information. The SF-424 must be signed by the Grants.gov
Authorized Organizational Representative for the applicant.

See the Application Resource Guide for additional information on completing the SF-424.

Section 8F — Applicant Point of Contact: Please include fie name and contact information of
the individual who will complete the application in JustGrants. JustGrants will use this
information (Le., email address) to assign the application to this user in JustGrants.

Section 19 - Intergovernmental Review: This funding opportunity is subject to Executive
Order (E.0.) 12372 (Intergovernmental Review). Statas that participate in the intergovernmental
Review pracess have an oppariunity to review the applicant’s submission. An applicant may find
the names and addresses of state Single Poinis of Contact (SPOCs) for Intergevernmental
Review at the following website: hitps:/mnww.oip.goviinteraovernmentatReviewSPOCList.pdf. If
the applicant’s state appears on the SPOC list, the applicant must contact its SPOC tfo find out
about, and comply with, the state's process under E.Q. 12372. On the 8F-424, an applicant
whose state appears an the SPOC list must make the appropriate selection in respense to
question 19 once the applicant has complied with its state E.C. 12372 process. An applicant
whose state does not appear on the SPOC list should answer question 19 by selecting,
“Program is subject to E.O. 12372 but has not been selected by the state for review.”

An applicant should submit the SF-424 as early as possible and recommended not later

than 48 hours before the Grants.gov deadline. if an applicant fails to submit the SF-424 in
Grants.gov by the deadline, they will be unable to submit their application in JustGrants.

- Once the first-part.of the application has-been successfully submitted in Grants.gov, the .. ...
Grants.gov Workspace status will change from “irt Progress™ to “Submitted.” Applicants will also
receive a sertes of four Grants.gov email notifications. Refer to the PQJ Anblication Submission
Checklist for additional details.

if an applicant needs to update information in the SF-424 after it is submitted in Grants.gov, they
can update the information as part of their JustGrants submission (see Application Gontents,
Submission Reauiremenis, and Deadlines: Stendard Applicant Information). They do not need

to submit an update in Grants.gov.

Submission Step 2: JustGrants Submission of Full Application

Access/Registration

For first-fime JustGrants applicants, once the application is received from Grants.gov, DOJ will
send an email (from DIAMD-NaReply@usdoj.gov) to the email address listed in Section 8F of
the SF-424 with instructions on how fo create a JustGrants account. This email should arrive
within 24 hours after confirmation from Grants.gav of the SF-424 submission. -

Creating and setting up a JustGrants account consists of three steps:
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1. Follow the instructions in the email to first confirm who will be the Entity Administrator
tthe person wha manages which staff can access JusiGrants on hehalf of the
applicant}.

2. Lag in to JustGrants and confirm the information in the Entity Profile.

3. Invite other individuals who will serve as the Application Submitter and the Authorized
Representative for the applicant to register for JustGrants.

These steps should ba completed in JustGrants as early as possible and recommended not
later than 48 haurs before the JustGrarts deadline. Once registered in JustGrants, the

Application Submitter will receive a link in an email to complete the rest of the application in
JustGrants. Applicants can find additional information on JustGrants registration in the DOJ

Grant Application Submission Checldist.

Preparing for Submission

Some of the required sections of the application will be entered directly into JustGrants, and
other sections wilt require documents to be uploaded and aftached. Therefare, applicants
should allow enough time before the JustGrants deadline to prepare, enter, and upload all the
requirements of the application.

Applicants may save their application in the system and add o or change the application as
needed prior to hitling the “Submit” buifon at the end of the application in JustGrants. Once the
application is subrritted, no changes or additions can be made to the application. OJP
recommends that applicants submit the complete application package in JustGrants at
least 48 hours prior {o the JustGrants deadline.

Far addifionat information, including file name and type requirements, see the “How To Apply”
section in the Application Resource Guide and the Application Altachment Tips resource.,

Standard Applicant Information
The Standard Applicant Information section of the JustGrants application is pre-poputated with
thie SF=424 data submitted inGrants.gov. The applicant will need to review the Standard

- Applicanttnformation-inJustGrants and can-make-whatever-edits-areneeded: Within this
section, the applicant will need to add ZIP codes for areas affected by the project; confirm their
Authorized Representative; and confirm the organization’s unique entity identifier, legal name,
and address.

Proposal Abstract
-A propasal-absfract tno more than 2,000 characters) surmarizing the proposed project mustbe- — -
completed in the JustGrants web-based form. The text from abstracts will be made publicly
available on the OJP.gov and USASpending.gov websites if the project is awarded, so this
section of the application should not contain any personally identifiable information (e.g., the
name of the project direcior).

The abstract should be in paragraph form without bullets or tables and written in the third person
{e.g., they, the community, their, themselves, rather than | or we). The abstract should include
the following information:

« The name of the applicant's proposed project.
« The purpose of the proposed project (a e., what the project will do and why it is
necessary)
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+ Who will be served by the praject (i.e., who will be helped or have their needs addressed
by the praject).

What activities will be carried out to complete the project.

The subrecipient(s)/pariner organizations or entities, if knowi.

Deliverables and expected outcomes (i.e., what the project will achieve).

An oufline limited to the scope of the FY25 Coverdell Competitive Program.

. 2 & 9

See the Application Resource Guide for an example of a proposal abstract.

Data Requested With Application

Financial Management and System of Internal Centrols Questionnaire
(including Applicant Disclosure of High-Risk Status)

The Financial Management and System of Internal Controls Questionnaire helps OJF assess
what financial management and intemat control systems the applicant has in place, whether
these sysfems would be sufficient to maintain a funding award, and the associated potential
risks of an applicant as patt of the pre-award risk assessment process. Every OJP applicant
{other than an individual applying in their personal capacity, not representing an applicant
arganization) is required to complete the web-based form in JustGrants. See the Application
Resource Guide: Financial Management and System of Internal Conirols Questionnaire
(including Applicant Disclosure of High-Risk Status) for additionat guidance oh how to complete
the questionnaire.

Agency Funding Priorities Inventory

Applicants should complete the Agency Funding Priorities Inventory o indicate whether they are
seeking priority consideration based on any of the items listed in the Ageney Funding Pricrities
section, and if so, which priority(ies) their project will address.

Proposal Narrative

Thie proposal narrative must specifically désdiibe the manner in which Coverdell grant Tunds WI!I
“be usedto carryout e applicant's plarrto improve foretisic scienceormedical — -

examiner/coroner services aver current operations. (Reduction of forensic analysis backlogs is

considered an improvement in timeliness of services.)

If grant furids are requested to cover the costs of a new facility, the proposal narrative must
specifically describe the new facility to be constructed and the estimated costs of that facility.
State applicants. A state that seeks competitive funds should describe how competitive funds
will be used to support improvements in forensic science or medical examiner/coroner services
above and beyond the improvements it will accomplish with its estimated amount of formula
funds. States are expecied to consider the needs of laboratories operated by units of local
government as well as those operated by the state. Existing resources and current needs will be
considered in awarding competitive funds and should be addressed in any request for
competitive funds. ‘

As part of the discussion of existing resources and cuirent needs, applicants should include
information in the proposal narrative that describes any known specific impact(s) on resources
and needs indicated by the applicant state’s Part 1 violent crime data.
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Any state application for funding MUST be submitted by the Coverdell SAA (see list of SAAsan
the OJP website at http//www.oip. Usdel.gov/saa/index.him). When applying for competitive
funds, an SAA should consult with all interested state agencies to prepare a request for
competitive funds. No more than one request far competitive funds per state (SAA) wili be
funded. If more than one request for competitive funds is made by the state, each should be
submitted as a separate application in Grants.gov.

Unit of local government applicants. A unit of local government should consult afl interested
components before preparing an application for competitive funds. No more than one
application for competitive funds per unit of local government will be funded. If more than one
request for competitive funds is made by the unit of local government, each should be submitted
as a separate application in Grants.gov. As part of the discussion of existing resources and
current needs, applicants requesting competifive funds should include information in the
proposal nartative that describes any known, specific impact(s) on resources and needs
indicated by Part 1 violent crime data {siate data and any data reported by the applicant).

Accreditation: If grant funds are requested for accreditation, the proposal narrative must
describe the accreditation activities and plans and, as applicable, the projected schedule for
preparation and application for accreditation. Under the Coverdell Program, any forensic
science laboratory system, including any laboratory operated by a unit of local government
within the state, that is not accredited (as set out in the Coverdell law) and that will receive a
portion of the grant amount must use a portion of the greint amount to prepare and apply for
accreditation not more than 2 years affer the date of the Coverdell grant award. For purposes of
this NOFOQ, see definition of “forensic sclence laboratory” under Definitions in the Program
Description section.

Format of the Proposal Narrative: The Proposal Narrative will be submitted as an attachment
in JustGrants. The attached document shotld be double-spaced, using a standard 12-point size
font: have ho less than 1-inch margins; have numbered pages; and should not exceed 20
pages:1f the Proposal Narrative does riot comply with these restrictions, OJP may consider
- - Stich-RORCOMpPlianee in-peer-review and infinat- award-decisions:- Fables; charts, referencesand——— —
other relevant materials may be submitted as an appendix to the proposal narrative if needed
and will not count toward the page kmit.

Sections of the Proposal Narrative: The Proposal Narrative must include the four sections
listed below. If the applicant seeks priarity consideration, the Proposal Narrative must state
-which priofity-geal{s)the-applicant’s project will- advance-and describe-how-{see section-Agency-
Funding Priarities under Program Dascripfion).

1. Description of the Need: What crifical issue ar problem is the applicant proposing to
address with this project? Please include:

+ A brief explanation of the need, gap, or issue fo be addressed by the proposed project.

» Supporting information, data, or evidence to demonstrate the need’s existence, size, and
impact on the target population and community.

¢ How the need relates to the purpose of the NOFO.

s Describe the challenges faced in providing forensic and/or medical examiner/coroner
services in the jurisdiction.
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Qutline the average annual number of Part | violent crimes repotted to the Faderal
Bureau of Investigation for calendar years 2021, 2022, and 2023 by the state (and for
applicant units of local government, the local data, if available} and include & discussion

- of the impact on the laboratory’s resources and needs based on the reported data.

2. Project Goals and Objectives: How will the proposed project address the need identified
and address the purpose of the NOFO? Please include:

Project goals (goals are broad, vrsmnary statements on what the applicant hopes to
accamplish).

Praject objectives (objectives are specific outcomes the applicant ptans to achieve
through project activities).

How the applicant's goals and objectives relate to the goals and objectives aof the NOFO.,
Which specific Coverdell goal and abjective the applicant proposes to achieve.

3. Project Design and Implementafion: How will the applicant implement project activities that
meet the goals and objectives? Please include:

‘role tn conducting project activiies.

What acfivities the applicant will conduct to achieve the proposed goals and cbjectives.
How the applicant will deliver or complete those activities.

When the activities will take place and likelihood that the desired goals wili be achieved
within the proposed period of performance.

Demonstrate the soundness of the approach to improve forensic services. Specifically
outfine the impact the proposed project will have on laboratory operations and/or
forensic scierice discipline.

Who in the applicant’s organization will staff the activities, including key staff.

Who will participate in and benefit from the activity.

What deliverables, reports, and other items will be produced as part of the project.

If the applicant plans to use subrecipients to help conduct the project, please name them
(i they are known) or describe how the applicant will identify them. Please describe their

Describe a sustainabiiity plan, as relevant, for activities once the award has completed. A
rion-exhaustive list of examples may include a plan for annual maintenance following
purchase of new instrumentation, hand-off of activities assigned to grant funded staif,
validation of newly purchased instrumentation, and plan for continued casework
following outsourcing.. S, B e

4. Capabilities and Competencies: What administrative and technical capacity and expertise
does the applicant bring to successfully complete this project? Please include:

A short descriptian of the applicant’s capacity to deliver the proposed project and meet
the requirements of the award, including collecting and reporting the required
performance measure data. Who will be responsible for this task, and how will the
applicant collect the data? Refer to Program Description; Performance Measures for
additional details on performance measures for this funding opportunity.

Information demonstrating an understanding of the Coverdell Competitive performance
measures, the specific section(s) that are relevant to the proposed project, and the plans
for eollecting said data.
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« Adescription of projects or activifies the applicant organization has conducted, or is
currently conducting, that demonstrate the applicant’s ahility to underiake the proposed
project activities.

« Asummary of relevant experience of team members with key responsibilities far
implementing the project.

Project Evaluations: An applicant that propases to use award funds to conduct project
evaiuations must follow the guidance in the “Neie on Project Evaluations” section in the

Appiication Resource Guide.

Budget and Associated Documentation: Budget Detail Form

The applicant will complete the JustGrants budget detail form. The form collects the individual
costs under each cost category needed to implement the proposed project. Applicants should
ensure that the name/description of each cost is clear and provide the detailed calculation (e.g.,
cost per unit and number of units) for the total cost. Applicants should enter additional narrative,
as needed, to fully describe the cost calculations and connection to the project goals and
objectives (including, if applicable, describing connections to OJP priarity goals).

Permissible Expenses

The following list details the types of expenses allowed under the Coverdell Program. These
expenses shauld NOT be used as budget categories-—instead they are to be incorporated inta
the appropriate standard OJP budget categories. For mare information on QJP's standard
budget format, see the section fitled Application Review.

« Salary and benefits of laboratory employees. Funds may be used for forensic science
or medical examiner/coroner office personnel, fellowships, visiting scientists, interns,
consuftants, or termporary staff.

« Overtime for laboratory staff. Funds may be used to pay overtime for laboratory
scientists {excluding executive personnel) to directly examine, analyze, and interpret

physical and/or digital evidence in criminal matters. Any payments for overtime must be
"in accordance with the applicable provisions of the DOJ Financial Guide.

¢« Computerization. Funds may be used to upgrade, replace, lease, or purchase
comptiter hardware and software for forensic analyses and data management.

« Laboratory equipment. Funds may be used to upgrade, lease, or purchase forensic
_laboratory or medical examiner/coroner office equipment and instrumentation. . _

« Supplies. Funds may be used to acquire forensic laboratory or medical
examinerfeoroner office supplies.

« Accreditation. Funds may be used to prepare for laboratory accreditation by the ANSI-
ASQ National Accreditation Board (ANAB), the National Association of Medical
Examiners (NAME), the American Association for Laboratory Accreditation (AZLA), the
International Association of Coroners & Medical Examiners (IAC&ME), or other
appropriate sccrediting bodies for forensic science and/or medicolegal death
investigation. Funds may also be used for application and maintenance fees charged by
appropriate accrediting bodies. Per 34 U.S.C. §10562(2), such an accrediting body must
be “an accredifing body that is a signatory to an internationally recognized arrangement
and that offers accreditation o forensic science conformity assessment bodies using an
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acereditation standard that is recognized by that internationally recagnized
arrangement.”

An applicant that proposes to use any portion of the grant amount to fund a forensic
science laboratary system, including any laboratory operated by a unit of local
gavernment within the state, that is not accredited (as set out in the Coverdell law) will
be required to use (ar, as applicable, must require any unaccredited subrecipient
forensic science laboratory system ta use) a portion of the grant amount for accreditation
purposes. Coverdell awardees must use grant funds to prepare and apply for
accreditation of any FY25 Coverdell grant-funded unaccredited forensic laboratory
system, including any labaratory operated by a unit of local government within the state,
not more than 2 years after the FY25 Coverdell award date.

« Education, training, and certification. Funds may be used for appropriate internal and
external training of staff that are invalved directly and substantially in providing forensic
science or medical examiner/coroner services. In appropiiate cases, funds alse may be
used for fees charged by appropriate certifying bodies for certification of staff in specific
forensic discipline areas. All education, fraining, and certification activittes must be
designed to improve forensic science or medical examiner/coroner services. The grant
application should demonstrate thaf the proposed training or certification s directly
related to the job pasition and duties of the individual(s) receiving the training or seeking
certification. OJP recognizes the benefit of attending discipline-related conferences o
receive training and/or education, however, ii is recommended that the applicant
consider the cost-effectiveriess of this option compared to other viable modes of training.
For example, hosting onsite training or affending a local program may be more suitable
for the applicant’s personnel and organization.

s Facilities. Funds may be used for program expenses related to facilities, provided that
the expenses are directly atfributable to improving forensic science or medical
examiner/coroner services. Funds may also be used for renovation and/or canstruction

__undertaken as part of the applicant’s pragram to improve forensic science or medical
exatiinerfcoroner services.

s Limitations on use of funds for costs of new facility. The Coverdell law limits the
amount of funds that may be used for the costs of a new facility or facilities (34 US.C. §
10564(c)). Maximum amounts are determined by the total amount of the Coverdell

_grants received (including both formula and competitive funds) and the total amountof
funds available for Coverdell grants nationwide. The maximum amounts that may be
used for costs of new facilifies are as follows below. Note that estimates and calculations
are based on the assumption that the total available funds for Coverdell awards in FY25
(Formula and Competitive)} will be $28,754,088. Please refer to the discussion under
Available Funding.

Grants that exceed 0.6 percent of the total available funds. If an applicant state receives
grants whose total amount exceeds 0.6 percent of the total available funds (estimated
here at $172,525), the amourt of the grant that can be used for the costs of any new
facility cannot exceed the sum of 80 percent of 0.6 percent of the total available funds
(such 80 percent estimated here at $138,020) plus 40 percent of the amount of the grant
in excess of 0.6 percent of the fotal available funds. For example, if $28,754,088 were to
become available for Coverdell awards in FY25 and a state were to receive a totat
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Coverdell grant of $287,541, no mare than $184,026 may be used Tor the costs of any
new facility.

A sample calculation for a $287,541 grant would be as follows:

Eighty percent of 0.6 percent of the total available funds: $172,525 = .80 = $138,020
Amount in excess of $287,541: $287,541 — $172,525 = $115,016

Forty percent of amount in excess of $287,541: $115,016 x 40 = $46,007

Sum of $138.020 + $46,007 = $184,026

Estimates and calculations are based on the assumption that the total available funds for
ALL Coverdell awards (formuta and competitive) in FY25 will be $28,754,088.

v Administrative expenses. Not more than 10 percent of the total amount of & Coverdell
grant may be used for a recipient’s administrative expenses.

Program activity involving forensic genetic genealogical DNA analysis and searching (FGGS) is
subject to the DOJ Interim Poiicy on Forensic Genetic Genealogical DNA Analvsis and
Searching or to the final policy, when issued. See Performance Meastres for additionat required
grantee reparting on FGGS aciivities.

- Note on the use of funds to address opioid- and synthetic drug-relaied chalienges: The
application should demonsirate, wherever appficable, how any proposed use of funds would
address challenges that opioids andfor synthetic drugs have brought to the forensic science
cotrimiunity, as described iry the “important Note” under “Objectives” in the Program Description.
To facilitate this, an applicant should annotate each line item in the budget as “opioid- and/or
synthetic drug-related” (addressing the opioid andfor synthetic drug crisis) ar “non-opioid- or
synthetic drug-related.” Coverdell funds are available for permissible uses that would not
address the opioid and synthefic drug refated challenges. However, applications requesting
Coverdell funds for projects that address specified opioid and synthetic drug related challenges

to the forensic science commiunity will be given priority consideration in award decisions over
applications not requesting funds for such projects,

Expenses That Are Not Permitfed

1. Funds to conduct research, although applicants may address emerging forensic

~—- -—gcience issties and-fechrnotogy-through-implementation-of newtechnologies and—
processes info public laboratories.

2. Expenses other than those listed above (including expenses for general law
enforcement functions or non-forensic investigatory functions).

3. Cosis that exceed the fimits described above for any new facility.

4. Recipient administrative expenses (direct or indirect) that exceed 10 percent of the
total grant amount.

5. The use of funds for the purchase and/or lease of vehicles, such as crime scene vans.

Al recipients and subrecipients (including any for-profit organization) must forge any profit or
management fee.
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Budget proposals should include the funding needed to implement the proposed activities. In
preparing their budget proposals, applicants should consider what fypes of costs are aliowable,
if awarded funding. Costs are allowable when they are reasonable, allocahle to, and necessary
for the performance of the project funded under the federal award and when they comply with
the funding statute and agency requirements, including the conditions of the award and the cost
principles set out in 2 C.F.R. Part 200, Subpart E and the RQ.] Grants Financial Guide,

Costs Associated With a Conference/Meeting/Training: An applicant that proposes to use
award funds for activities related 1o a conference, meeling, training, or similar event should
review the Application Resotirce Guide for information on prior approval, planning, and reporiing
costs for a conference/meeting/training.

Costs Associated With Language Assistance and Access: If an applicant proposes a
program or acfivity that would deliver services ar benefits fo individuals, the costs of taking
reasonable steps to provide meaningful access to those services or henefits for individuals with
lirmited English proficiency may be allowahle in specific grant programs. Costs to provide
reasanable accotmmodation and facilitate language access for individuals who are deaf or hard
of hearing may also be allowable in specific grant programs. See the Application Resource
Guide for information on costs assoclated with language assistance.

For addifional information about how to prepare a budget for federal funding, see the Application
Resource Guide section on “Budget Preparation and Submission Information” and the technical
steps to complete the budget form in JustGrants in the Complete the Application in JustGranis:
Budget fraining.

Budget and Associated Documentation: Budget/Financial Attachments
Indirect Cost Rate Agreement (if appiicabie): An applicant with a current, federally approved
indirect cast rate agreement should upload i as an attachment in JustGrants.

Indirect costs are costs of an organization that are not readily assignable to a particutar project
but are necessary for the operation of the organization and the performance of the pl’OjeCt
E@raples of cosfs Ustally freated as indirect incliide those incuired for operationand
mainftenance of offices.or workspaces and salaries of administrative or support staff. The
requirements for the development and submission of indirect cost proposals and cost allocation
plans are listed in Appendices [lI-VIl of 2 C.F.R. Part 200. A non-federal applicant should follow
the guidelines applicable to its type of organization. See the DO.J Grants Financial Guide and
the OJP Grant Apolication Rescurce Guide for additional information on indirectcostrate .
agreetnents.

Consultant Rate (if applicable): OJP has established maximum rates for consultants; see the
“Listing of Casts Requiring Prior Approval” section of the DQJ Grants Financial Guide for more
information. If an applicant proposes a rate for & consultant on their project that is higher than
the established maximum rate and receives an award, then the award recipient must submit a
document requesting approval for the rate and cannot incur costs at the higher rate without prior
OJP approval. The award recipient must provide justification for why the proposed rate is higher
than the established maximum rate, such as why the rate is reasonable and consistent with that
paid for stmilar services in the marketplace.

Limitation on Use of Award Funds for Employee Compensation for Awards Over
$250,000; Waiver (if applicable): If an applicant proposes to hire employees with federal award
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funds, for any award of more than $250,000, the recipient may not use federal funds to pay total
cash compensation (satary plus cash bonuses) to any employee of the recipient at a rate that
exceeds 110 percent of the meximum annual salary payable to a member of the federal
government's Senior Executive Service {SES) at an agency with a Certified SES Performance
Appraisal System for that year. Applicants may request a waiver from this requirement by
submitting the appropriate form. See the Application Resource Guide for information on the
“Limitation on Use of Award Funds for Employee Compensation for Awards over $250,000;
Waiver.”

Disclosure of Process Related to Executive Compensation {if applicable): This notice of
funding opportunity expressly modifies the Application Resource Guide by not incarporating its
“Disclosure of Process Related fo Executive Compensation” provisions. Applicants to this
funding opportunity are not required to provide this disclosure.

Additional Application Components

Potential Environmental Impact: The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969
{Public Law No, 90-190; 42 U.S.C. § 4371, et seq.) established a national policy to promote the
protection and enhancement of the enviroriment. This policy was in response to growing
concerns about the ecological balance and preservation of wildlife in the United States while
meeting the demands of a growing poputation. Any BJA grant recipient with a project invoiving
construction, expansion, renovation, facility planning, site selection, site preparation, and
security or facility upgrades must be in compliance with the NEPA requirements during the
intiation of the project as part of its planning, site selecfion, and site preparation. The BJA grant
recipient must complete the NEPA procsss prior to actual construction, expansion, renovation,
ar remodeling (including security upgrades). Additionally, any BJA grant recipient with a project .
involving the use of chemicals must complete the NEPA process prior to project initiation.

A Categorical Exclusion (CATEX)—a class of actions that, efther individually or cumulatively,
would niot have a sighificarit effect on the human environment and therefore would not require
preparation of-anrenvironmentai assessment or envirctmental impact statement under NEPA—

- ----may-be-available-for some-projects-where the environmentatimpaetis minimak: A-Programmeatic: -
Environmental Assesstnent (PEA} has been conducted that may cover certain projects,
particularly those limited o roufine indoor [aboratory activities.

Alternatively, a grant recipient may be required to conduct an environmentat assessment (EA),
to assess the need for a project or proposed action, alternatives to the project/action, and the

—environmentat impacts-of-the proposed-and-alternative project/action: If a-grantee-is required to- -~ -

eonduct an EA, BJA will provide this service free of charge. Applicants do not need to allocate
funding for this process in their grant applications.

Depending on a review of the project, after award grant recipients may be asked to provide
additional information, so BJA can determine if either the CATEX or the PEA compietes the
NEPA process for particular projects or if an EA is necessary. For more information regarding

NEPA, please visit htips:/bia.oiv.govinational-environmental-bolicv-aci-nepa-guidance.
The applicant should attach the additional requested documentation listed below in JusiGrants.
+ Coverdell Statutory Certifications: As described above in the Eligibility section, the

Coverdell law provides that, to request a grant, each applicant must submit five
ceriifications specffic fo the Coverdell Program.
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« Forensic Lahoratory Accreditation Documentation: Applicants should provide
documentation of current accreditation with the apptication for any accredited laboratory
(including a subrecipient laboratory) that is o receive funds under the FY25 Coverdell
award. Acceptable types of documentation of current accreditation include: an electronic
(scanned) copy of the currerit accreditation certificate(s), a digital photograph of the
current accreditation certificate(s), or a letter from the accrediting body that includes the
cartificate number. Additanally, if a certificate references ancther document that contains
key inforrriafion on the type or scope of the accreditation, provide a copy of that
supplemental documentation. Independent accrediting or cetlifying organizations may
include ANAB, NAME, AZLA, ACEME, or other appropriate accrediting bodies. Per 34
U.S.C. § 10562 (2), such an accredifing body would be “an accrediting body thatis a
sigriatory to an internationally recognized arrangement and that offers acoreditation to
forensic science conformity assessment bodies using an accreditation standard that is
recagnized by that internationally recognized arrangement.”

Accreditation document(s) should be attached as a separate file with an appropriately
descripfive file name.

+ Tribal Authorizing Resolution (if applicable): An application in response to this NOFO
may require inclusion of Tribal authorizing documentation as an attachment. i
applicable, the applicant will upload the Tribal authorizing documentation as an
attachment in JustGrants. See the Application Resotirce Guide for information on Tribal
authorizing resolutions.

s Timeline: Provide a fimeline listing key activities and milestones, and the quarters
durihg which they will iake place.

Disclosures and Assurances
The applicant will address the following disclosures and assurances.

Disclosure of Lobbying Activities: JusiGrants will prompt each applicant to indicate rf s

requirad to complete anid SUbrmi g [obbying disclosire under 3STUSC§ 1384

The applicant is required by law fo cofmplete and submit a lobbying disclosure form (Standard
Form/SF-LEL) if it has paid or will pay any person 1o lobby in connection with the award for
which it is applying AND this application is for an award in excess of $100,000. This disclosure
requirement is not applicable fo such payments by an Indian Tribe, Tribat orgamzatlcn or any

~othet ttidian organization that are permitted by othier federal [@w.

Lobbying means (for this requirement) influencing or attempting to influence an officer or
employee of any agency, a member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an
employee of a member of Congress. See 31 U.8.C. 1352; 28 C.FR. part 69. Note: Most
applicants do not engage in activities that trigger this disclosure requirement.

An applicant that is not required by faw (31 U.S.C. 1352} to complete and submiit a lobbying
disclosure, should enter “No.” By doing so, the applicant is affirmatively asserting (under
applicable penalfies) that it has nothing to disclose under 31 U.S.C. § 1352 with regard to the
application for the award at issue.

Disclosure of Duplication in Cost Items: To ensure funding coordination across grantmaking
agencies, and to avoid unnecessary or inappropriate duplication of grant funding, the applicant

Apﬁ
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must disclose if it htas any pending applications for federal funding, including pending
applications for subawards of federal funds, for the same project and the same budget items
included in this proposal. Complete the JustGrants Applicant Disclosure of Duplication in Cost
ltems form. See the Application Resource Guide for additional information.

DOJ Certified Standard Assurances: Review and accept the DOJ Certified Standard
AssUrances in JusiGrants. See the Application Resourcg Guide for additional information.

DOJ Ceriifications: Review the DOJ document Cettifications Regarding Lobbying; Debarment,
Suspension and Other Responsibility Matters: Drug-Free Workplace Reguirements;
Coordination with Affected Agencles. An applicant must review and sign the cerification
document in JustGrants. See the Application Resource Guide for more information.

Applicant Disclosure and Justification-~DO0.) High-Risk Grantees (if applicable): If
applicable, submit the DOJ High-Risk Disclostire and Justification as an attachment in
JustGrants. A DOJ high-risk recipient is an award recipient that has received a DOJ high-risk
designation based on a documented history of unsatisfactory performance, financial instapility,
management system or other internal control deficiencies, noncompliance with award terms and
conditions on prior awards, or that is otherwise not responsible. See the Application Resource
Guide for additional infarmation.

Submission Dates & Times
Refer fo Basic Information: Kev Dates and Times for the submission dates and times.

Applicants should submit their applications as early as possible and recommended not later
than 48 hours before the deadlines. To be considered timely, the full application must be
submitted in JustGrants by the JustGrants application deadline. Applicants will use the Certify
and Submiit feature in JustGrants to confirm that all required application components have been
entered, which includes identifying the Authorized Representative for the applicant. Once the
application is submitted, therApplication Submitter, Authorized Representatrve and Enttty
--—-Administrator receive-a-confirmation-amail.— e e

An applicantwill receive emails after successfully submitting application compenents in
Grants.gov and JustGrants and should retain all emails and other confirmations received from
the SAM.gov, Grants.gov, and JustGrants sysiems.
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| :Experlenemg Technlcai Issues Preventmg Submlssmn of
~an Apphcatmn (Technlcal Wawers) . S

" ifan apphcant missesa deadiane due- te unfor&seen techmca! issues w;'fh SAM gov =

Granis.gov, or JusiGrants, the applicant may request a waiver to submit an spplication

- -after the deadline. OJP will only consider requests o submit an apphcatfon via,

alternative methods or after the deadiine when the applicant can document that there is
a techmc:ai issue with a governinent system that was beyond their control and thatf-

' prevsnts submission of the’ application via the standard process prior to the deadisnes
Issues resulting from circumstances within the applicant's control, such as failureto -

. begin the SAM.gov, Grants. gov, or JastGranis regzs ratzo_n and appiican_on_ process in o

sufficient time, will not be cons;derecf
| Raquests and documentaircn muist be seni to the OJP Respanse Cente;' at

- OJP. ResponseCenter@usdoj.gov.. Applicants s_hm_zid foftow_these _step_s i they
' exper;ence a techmcaé 'ssue '

1. Ccntact the re!evant hetp d%k to raport the :ssue and recewe a trackmg
‘ number . . : _ _

See Basic !nformatxon Contact !nfomatson fcr the phone numbers emaﬁ
‘addresses, and operating hours of the SAM.gov, Grants.goV, and JusiGranis
‘help desks. Reports of tecim cai issues ip the heip desk must oceur before the
 application deadlme L . : o '

fan abpiscani cai%s the help- desk and experiences a i_ong wait ﬂme, they can |
alsc email the help desk to obtain 8 fracking number. Tracking numbers are.

-—._._. generaied auiomatically when an applicant emalls the applicable service desk, .-

and for this reason, long call wait ﬁmgmaauppog_dg_&otieﬂia_th p;,QLcﬁagL,

. of ’zhe responszb;!ﬁy of g»ethng a irackmg namber U
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2. I an appltcant has techmcal issues wnth SAM gav or Grants gov, the |
o apphcam must contact the OJP Response Center at -
- QJP.ResponseCenter@usdoj.gov within 24 hours of the Grants.gov

- deadline to request apprcva! to submit after the dead!me “l'he apphcant’
request will. need to include: : _ _ o

. A d%cﬁpttcn of the techmcal drff curtxes expenenced (provsde
. screenshots if applicable}. -
. _A’afreime ofthe appﬁcant’s subm!ss;on efforts {e g ‘date and i’ime ﬁae '
. - rror ocolrred, date and time of actions: taken 1o resolve the issue and
. resubmit arid date and time support representatives mpo#*ded)
. -« _Anattachment of the complaie grant application and all the requaretﬁ _
.. documentation and matena[s (ihis serves @s.a n*anua*” submsss:on of _
: the application). : :
e _'ﬁ’se agpéicaﬂt’s unigue. entity zdentsﬁer {UEE) .
& Any SAM.gov, Grants.gov, and JustGrants. Semce Des%:: izadangﬂickei '
s awnbers doeumentzng the technical issue. = _ '

3 if an app!;cant has techmcal issues witin JustGrants that prevent
" app!!caaon submission by the deadline, the appiluant must contact the
OJP Response Center at OJP.ResponseCenter@usdoj.govwithin 24 hours
of the JustGrants deadtine to request approval to submit after the .
deadlme. See step 2 fer the fistof mformai:on the appitcant must prov:de
. as part of its request, : _

As a remméer‘ %he waiver request will not ke conszdered untess it includes -

A phcatton -

heckllst

~documentation of atiempts 1o receive iechnical assistance o tesove the lssie priorto

—fﬁ_pp_!ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁéﬁaima OIP Wl TevView each waiver request and the reguired
. supporting. documentation and nofify the applicant whether the request for late .
submission has been approved or denied. An applicant that does riot provide
documentation of a technical issue (mctudmg all information prev;ousiy listed), or that
does not submit a wazver *eqaest within the required time period, will be denled.

- mr THOIE T ;%etasis el ’theWa%flé‘r process,_ OIP enealrages applicants 1o review the '
“Experiencing Technical Issues” section in the Application Resource Guide.
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APPLICATION REVIEW

Responsiveness (Basic Minimum Requirements)
Review

OJP screens applications to ensure they meet the basic minimum requirements (BMR) prior to
conducting the merit review. Following are the basic minimum requirements for this funding
opportunity. If OJP determines that an application does nat include these e!ements it will not
proceed to merit review and will not receive any further consideration.

s The application iz submitted by an eligible applicant.
& -.The requested award amount does not excead the award ceiling.
+ The application is responsive fo the scope of the NOFO.
s The following application elements are included:
o SF-424 (Grants.gov)
o Proposal Narrative (JustGrants})
o Budget detail form, which incluides the budget items, their calculafions, and
explanation (JustGrants) ‘
o Five cerdfifications required by the Coverdell law*:

1. Certification as to Plan for Forensic Science Laboratories—Application from a
State or Certification as to Plan for Forensic Science Laboratories—Agpplication
from a Unit of Local Government

o The applicant is to submit only one version of the “Certification as to Plan
for Forensic Scienice Laboratories.” DO NOT submit both versions of this
certification. Applicart sfafes are to submit the “Application from & State”
versioh only; applicant unifs of local government are to submit the
“Application from a Unit of Local Government” version only.

2. Cerfification as to Generaily Accebted Laboratory. Praclices and Progedures

3. Certification as to Forensic Sclence Laboratory System Accredifation

o Applicants requesting funds for only medical examiner’s offices or
coroner's offices ih the state are nof required to submit this certification.

4. Ceriification as to Use of Funds for New Facilifies

o Applicants must submiit this certification even if no new facilities are being
constructed.

R o &artiﬁcaﬁenaﬁo—E—xtema} {nvestigations and Attachment

Applicants whose application fails o meel the BMR are provided notice (including an
appropriate point of contact for questions) within a few weeks after the submission due date.

Merit Review Criteria

Peer Review Criteria
Applications that meet the basic minfmum requirements will be evaluated for technical merit by
peer reviewers based on how the proposed project/praogram addresses the following criteria:

+ Statement of the Problem/Description of the Issue (20%}): What critical issue or
problem the applicant is proposing to address with this project.

U.S. Department of Justice | Office of Justice Programs | Bureau of Justice Assistance [ NOFC | ojp.gov | 30




Information:: . © 7

- oiher ?Appncaﬂon

' lnfermation

« Project Goals and Qbjectives {20%}: How the proposed praject will address the
{dentified need and the purpose of the funding opportunity.

« Project Design and Implementation (40%}): The strength of how the applicant will
implement activities, including the soundness of the project design and how the activilies
align to the stated goals and objectives.

« Capabiiities and Competencies (10%): The applicant's administrative and technical
capacity to successfully complete this project.

+ Budget (10%): Completeness and cost effectiveness.

Programmatic and Financial Review Criteria

After the peer review, applications underge additional programmatic and financial reviews. QJP
staff may reach out to applicants during the programmatic or financial review if & submitted form
is incomplete or needs to be updated. Note that OJP staff are not authorized to provide
information on peer review scores or comment on programmatic, risk, or budgetfitnancial
reviews while the merit review is in progress.

In addition to BMR and peer review criteria, other important considerations for OJP include
geographic coverage, strategic priorifies (including, buf not limited to, the priority areas already
mentioned, if applicable), available furiding, past performance, and the extent to which the
budget detail form accurately explains project costs that are reasonable, necessary, and
otherwise allowable under federal law and applicable federal cost principles. If cost
sharing/match is not required for this opportunity, applicants will not receive higher consideraiion
by proposing a voluntary match contribution in their budget.

Risk Review

Pursuant to the Part 200 Uniform Requirements, before award decisions are made, OJF also
reviews information related to applicant risk. OJP assesses whether an applicant with one or
more prior federal awards has a safisfactory record of performance, integrity, and business
sthics; irmcluding by (among other thmgs’} checkmg whether the apphcant is tzsted in SAM gov as

‘excluded-from-receiving a federalaward— —

- Depending on the severity and nature of the risk factors, the risk assessment may result in the

removal of an applicant from cansiderafion or selection for award, or it may resuit in additional
post-award conditions and oversight for an awarded applicant.

In addition, if OJP anticipates that an award will exceed $250,000 in federal funds, OJRPalse

must review and consider any information about the applicant that appears in the non-public
segment of the integrity arid performance sysfem accessible through SAM.gov.

Important Note on Responsibility/Qualification Data (formerly FAPHS): An applicant may
review and comment on any Information about its organization that currently appears in
SAM.gov and was entered by a federal awarding agency. OJP will consider such comments by
the applicant, in addition to the cther information in SAM.gov, in its assessment of the risk posed
by the applicant.

Selection Process
All final award decisions will be made by the Assistant Attorney General, unless a statuie
explicitly authorizes award decisions by another official or there is written delegation of authority
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o another official. This official may consider not only pesr review ratings and program office
recommendations, but also other factors as indicated In the “Application Review” section ta

make final award decisions. For additional information on the application review process, see
ihe Application Resource Guide.
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AWARD NOTICES

Federal Award Notices

For successful applicants, JustGrants will send a system-generated email to the
Application Subimitter, Authiorized Representative, and Entity Administrator with
information on accessing their official award package in JustGrants, The award package will
include key information (such as funding amount and period of performance} as well as award
conditions that must be followed. The Authorized Representative for the entity should accept or
decline the award within 45 days of the notification. See the Application Resource Guide for
information on award notifications and instruciions.

Applicants not selected for an award will receive notification after all award recipients have been
nofified. OJP also provides unsuccessful applicants with a summary of peer reviewer
commernts.

Future Funding Opportunities

OJP may, in certain cases, provide additional funding in future years to awards made under this
funding opportunity through continuation awards. When making confinuation award decisions,
OJP will consider, among other factors, OJP's sirategic priorifies, a recipient’s overall
manageinent of the award, and the progress of the work funded under the award.

Applications submitted under this FY 2025 funding opportunity may be funded in future fiscal
vears, dependent on, among other considerations, the merit of the applications and the
availability of appropriations.
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POST-AWARD REQUIREMENTS AND
ADMINISTRATION

Reporting

All award recipients under this funding opportunity will be required to submit the following
reports and data;

Quarterly financial reports.

Semi-annual performarice reports.

Final financial and performarice reports.

it applicable, an annual audit report in accordance with the Part 200 Uniform

Requirements or specific award conditions.

For each fiscal year of en award, recipients will be required to report to BJA on an

annual basis:

1. The number and nature of any llegations of serlous negligence or mtsccnduct
substantially affecting the integrity of forensic resuits.

2. Information on the referrals of such allegations (e.g., the government entity or entities
to which referred, the date of refemral).

3. The outcome of such referrals {if known as of the date of the report).

4, If any such allegafions were not referred, the reason(s) for the nonrefetral,

Coverdell grantees are required to submit a final report that must, among other things:
(1) include a summary and assessment of the program carried out with FY25 grant
funds, (2) identify the humber and fype of cases accepted during the FY25 award period
hy the forensic laboratory or laborataries that raceived FY25 grant funds, (3) cite the
specific improvements in forensic science and medical examiner/coroner services
(including any reduction in forensic analysis backlog) that occurred as a direct result of
the FY25 grant award, and (4} defail the progress of any unaccredited forensic science
serwce prowder that received FY25 grant funds toward abtaining accreditation.

See the Application Resource Guide for additional information on specific post-award reporiing
requirements, including performance measure data and the method for submitting reperts in
OJP's online systems. Future awards and fund drawdowns may be withheld if reporis are
delinquent, and in approptiate cases, OJP may require additional reports.

- — Performance-Measure Repoerting —- - e

A@ﬁéﬁ?ﬁf&"

Award recipients are required o submit performance measure data and performance reports in
JustGrants on a semi-annual basis. Applicanis selected for an award will receive further
guidance on post-award reporting processes.

Program- and Award-Specific Award Conditions

OJP includes various conditions on its awards. These may include program-specific conditions,
which typically apply to all recipients of a funding opportunity, and award-specific conditions,
which are included to address recipient-specific issues (e.g., programmatic or financial risk).
Recipients may view all conditions, and actions required to satisfy those conditions, in the award
package in JustGrants.
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Administrative, National Policy, and Gther Legal Requirements

If selected for funding, in addition to implementing the funded project consistent with the QJP-
approved application, the recipient must comply with alt award conditions and all applicable
requirements of federal statutes and regulations, including the applicable requirements referred
to in the assurances and cerfifications executed in connection with award acceptance. For
additional information on these legal requirements, see the “Administrative, National Policy, and
Other Legal Requirerments” section in the Application Resource Guide.

Civil Rights Compliance

If a successful appficant accepts funding from OJP—as a recipient of OJP funding—that award
recipient must comply with certain federal civil rights laws that prohibit the award recipient from
discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, or disabllity in how it
delivers its progran’s services or benefits and in its employment practices. The civil rights laws
that may be applicable to the award include, but are net limited to, Title VI of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964, the nondiscrimination provisions of the Omnibus Crime Controi and Safe Streets Act of
1868, and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1873. These and cther federatl civil rights laws
are discussed in greater defail on OJP's Legal Overvisw—FY 2025 Awards webpage under the
“Civil Rights Requirements” section. Additional resources are available from the QJP Office for
Civil Rights.

Compliance with Federal civll rights and nondiscrimination laws is material to the government's
decision to make any award and payment under this program, including for purposes of the
False Claims Act, and each recipient will be required to cetify (in its acceptance of the
conditions of the award) that i does not opetate any pragrams {(including any such programs
having components relating to diversity, equity, and inclusion) that viclate any applicable Federal
civil rights or nondiscrimination laws.

See OJP's Parinerships with Faith-Based and Other Neighborheod Organizations webpage for
specific information for faith-based organizations applying under this NOFO.

' Financial Management and System of Internal Controls
Award recipients and subrecipients-{including recipients or subrecipients that are pass-through-
entities} must, as described in the Part 200 Uniform Requirements set out at 2 C.F.R. 200.303,
comply with standards for financial and program management. See the Application Resource
Guide for additional information.

Information Technology Security Clauses
An application in response to this NOFO may require inclusion of infermation related to
infarmation technology security. See the Application Resource Guide for more information.

Other Reporting Requirements

Applicants and recipients are required to notify OJP if you know that you or any of your
organization’s principals for the award transaction are presently excluded or disqualified (i.e.,
debarred or suspended) or otherwise meet any of the criteria in 2 C.FR. 180.335. Recipients
must comply with requirements in 2 C.F.R. Part 180, as implemented by DOJ in 2 C.F.R. Part
2867, which, among other things, require recipients to check certain information sources and, in
some cases, notify the federal awarding agency prior to the agency awarding federal funds via
contracts or subawards.
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If a recipient's award includes a federat share of more than $500,000 over the period of
perforrnance of the award, then the award (per 2 C.F.R. 200.113} will include a condition that
miay require the recipient to report and maintain certain information {relating to certain criminal,
civil, and administrative proceedings) in SAM.gov. See the Reporting Reguirements page for
rmore Information.
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Information Regarding Potential Evaluation of
Programs and Activities

OJP may conduct or support an evaluation of the projects and activities funded
under this NOFO. For additional information on what should be included in the application, see
the Application Resource Guide section “informafion Regarding Potential Evaluation of
Programs and Activities.”

Freedom of Information and Privacy Act

See the Application Resource Guide for important information on the Freedom of Information
and Privacy Act (5 U.8.C. §§ 552 and 55Za).

Applicants are advised not to include any unnecessary personally identifiable information,
sensitive law enforcement information, or confidential financial information with the application.

Provide Feedback to OJP
See the Application Resourge Guide for information on how to provide feedback to OJF.
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APPLICATION CHECKLIST

BJA FY25 Paul Coverdell Forensic Science Improvement — Competitive
Grants Program

This application checklist has bean created as an aid in developing an
application. For more information, reference the “OJP Application Submission Steps” in the OJP
Grant Application Resource Guide and the DQJ Application Submission Checklist. '

SAM.gov Registration/Renewal
¢ Confirm that your entity’s registration in the System for Award Management (SAM.gov) is
active through the NOFO peried. Submit a new or renewal registration in SAM.gov, if
needed (see Application Resource Guide). '

Grants.gov Registration
e Acquire an Authorized Organization Representative (AOR) and a Grants.gov username
and password (see Anslication Resource Guide).
e Acquire AOR confirmation from the E-Business Point of Contact (E-Biz POC) (ses
Application Resource Guide).

Grants.gov Opportunity Search
s Search for the funding opportunity in Grants.gov using the opportunity number,
assistance listing number, or keyword(s).
s Access the funding opportunity and application package (see Step 7 under “CJP
Application Submission Steps” in the Application Resource Guide). _
« Sign up for Grants.gov emall notifications {optional) (see Application Rescurce Guide). .

Funding Opportunity Review and Project Planning

s Review all seclions of the NOFOC.

s Confirm yourentity is eligible to receive furding{see Eligibiity: Fhgible Applicants):

+ --Confirm your propesed budget-is-within- the-allowable fimits (see-Basicinformation
Funding Details), includes only allowable costs (see Application Contents, Submission
Reguirements. and Deadlines: Budget Detail Form), and includes cost sharing if

applicable (see Eligibiifty: Cost Sharing/Match Reguirements).

¢ Review the performance measures for this funding opportunity and confirm you will be

prepared to collect and report on this data (see Program Descrivtion: Performance

Measures).

¢ Review the “Legal Overview—FY 2025 Awards” in the OJP Funding Resource Center
and confir you are prepared to follow the requirements.

« Read OJP policy and guidance on conference approval, planning, and reporiing under
“Listing of Costs Regquiring Prior Approval” in the DOJ Grants Financial Guide or see the

Application Resource Guids,

Submission Step 1: Grants.gov
After registering with SAM.gov, submit the SF-424 in Grants.gov.

¢ Complete and submit the SF-424 by the deadline.
¢ Confirm Section 8F of the SF-424 lists the name and contact information of the individual
who will complete the application in JustGrants.
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Submit documents for Intergovernmental Review (if applicable).
Confirm that, within 48 hours of your submission in Grants.gov, you receive four (4)
Grants.gov emall notifications:

o Asubmission receipt

o Avalidation receipt

o Agrantor agency refrieval receipt

o Anageney tracking number assigriment
If no Grants.gov receipt and validation email is received, or if error notifications are
received, contact the OJP Response Center at 800-851-3420, 202-353-5556, or
OJP.ResponseCenter@usdoi.gov or the Grants.gov Customer Support Hotline at 800-
518-4728, 606-545-5035, or suppori@grants.gov regarding technical difficulties (see the
Application Resource Guide section on “Experiencing Unforeseen Technical lssues™.
Confirm that, within 24 hours after receipt of confirmation emails from Grants.gov, the
individual listed in Section 8F of the SF-424 recsives an emall from JustGrants with login
instructions.

Submission Step 2: JustGrants
¢ Complete the following information:
Entity and User Verification (first-ime applicants)
Standard Applicant Information
Proposal Abstract
Financial Management and System of Internal Controls Questionnaire (see
Application Resource Gulde)
o Agency Funding Priorities Inventory
tpload the Proposal Narrative.*
Complets the budget detail form.*
Complete and upload the five cerdifications required by the Coverdell law*:
1. Certification as to Plan for Forensic Scierice Laboratories—Application from a
Siafe or Certification as fo Plan for Forensic Science Laborafories—Applicafion
- fronra Unit of Local Goverimiert ’
o The applicant is to submit only one version of the “Certification as to Plan
for Forensic Science Laboratories.” DO NOT submit both versions of this
ceriification. Applicant sfafes are to submit the “Application from a State”
version only; applicant unifs of focal government are to submit the
“Application from a Unit of Local Government” version only.
2. Ceriification as to Generaily Accepted Laboraiory Practices and Procedures
3. Certification as to Forensic Science Laboratory System Accreditafion
o Applicants requesting funds for only medical examiner’s offices or
coroner’s offices in the state are not required to submit this eertification.
4. Certification as to Use of Funds for New Fagilities
o Applicants must submit this certification even if no new facilities are being
constructed.
5. Certification as to External Investigations and Attachment
Upload other budgetffinancial attachments, as applicable.
Upload additicnal application compeonents, as applicable.
Complete the required disclosures and assurances:

0O Q0 O0oO0
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Disclosure of Lohbying Activities and submission of SF-LLL, if prompted by the
system

Disclasure of Dupiication in Cost ltems

DG Certified Standard Assurances

Appticant Disclosure and Justification — DOJ High-Risk Grantees

» Complete the required DOJ Certification on Lobbying; Debamment, Suspension and
Other Responsibility Matters; Drug-Free Workplace Requirements; Coordination with
Affected Agencies.

*Note: ltems designated witls an asterisk must be submitted for an application to meet
the basic minimum requirements review. If OJP determines that an application does nof
include the designated items, it will neither proceed to peer review nor receive further
consideration.

JustGrants Review, Certification, and Application Submission

e Address any validation errors displayed on screen after attempted submission, then
return to the "Certify and Submit” screen to submit the application.

+ Note the confirmation message at the fop of the page. Users will also receive a
notification in the “bell” alerts confirming submission.

= |f you do not receive an application submission confirmation emait or validation from
JustGrants, or if you receive an error rictification, please contact the JustGrants Service
Desk at 833-872-5175 or JusiGranis. Support@usdol.gov. See the Application Resource
Guide for additional information.
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING
CERTIFICATION REGARDING EXTERNAL
INVESTIGATIONS INTO ALLEGATIONS OF SERIOUS
NEGLIGENCE OR MISCONDUCT

The following guidance, provided by way of examples for applicants’ review, is designed to
illustrate elements of the external investigation certification that the official authorized to make
the certification on behalf of the applicant agency must take info account in determining whether
the certification may be properly made. ‘

Because it is not possible for BJA to provide examples relating to every type of govemment
entity with an appropriafe process in place to conduct independent, external investigations into
allegafions of serious negligence or misconduct substantially affecting the integrity of the
forensic resulis committed by empioyees or contractars; this guidanes should not beviewed as
all inclusive. In addition. this guidance is not infended to constitute legal advice from BJA on the
auestion of whether the required cerfification may be properly made on behalf of the applicant.
Such a determination must be made by an appropriate official based on the statuiory
requirements of the cerfification after review of this guidance.

Iustrafive Examples

One: The anly government entity that will receive Coverdelt award funds is a forensic laboratory
that is a unit of a local law enforcerment agency (e.g., a police department). The law
enforcement agency has an internal Affairs Division (IAD) that reporfs directly to the head of the
law enforcement agency (the police chief) and the head of the unit of ocal government (the
reayor/city comrissioner). The 1AD has the authority to conduct investigations into allegations of
serious negligence or misconduct by laboratory emp[oyees and confractors.

Guidance: Execution of the cerfification might be approprate- underthese facts.. .

... Nevertheless, the official authorized to make the cerification an behalf of the applicant .~
agency must be satisfied that the 1AD at issue has the requisite authority to conduct
hdependent investigations (for example, whether the IAD is completely free from
influence or supervision by laboratory management officials) into allegations relating to
employees or contractors of the laboratory.

Two: A stafe infends to distribute Coverdell award funds to state and local forensic lsboratories

and medical examiners/coroners’ offices. There is an Office of the Inspector Generai (QIG) in
the state with suthority fo conduct investigations into allegations of serious negligence or
misconduct by employees and contractors of forensic iaboratories and medical
examiner/coraner's offices, both at the state and local levels.

Guidance: Execution of the certification might be apprepriate under these facts.
Nevertheless, the certifying official must be satisfied that the state OlG’s authority in this
regard is not circumscribed in such a way that the OIG’s ability fo conduct independent
investigations is limited (for example, through a reporting hierarchy that does not provide
for the OIG to report directly to the chief executive officer or another equally independent
state official or office).
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Three: A city has applied for a Coverdell award and all funds wilt go to the city's forensic
laboratory. There is a process in place whereby the city's district attorney (DA) may appoint an
independent investigator to conduct an investigation into allegations concerning the city's
forensic laboratory. If the DA appoints an independent investigator, the investigator will have
authority fo investigate allegations of serious negligence or misconduct by both laboratory
employees and contractors.

Guidance: Execution of the certification might be appropriate under these facts. in this
regard, however, the certifving official must be satisfied that the process at issue
{appeointment of an independent investigator by the city DA) includes procedures under
which allegations invalving the laboratory are submitted to or are made known to the DA,
and that the DA's authority and responsibility to appoint an independent investigator to
conduct investigations of such allegations is sufficiently delineated in city policies andfor
regulations so that the appropriate process in place is clearly defined.

Four: An applicant agency determines that the farensics faboratory director (or some other
individual in the chain of command at the laboratory} has sole responsibility to conduct
investigations info allegations of serious negligence or misconduct committed by laboratory
employees.

Guidance: Under these circumstances, execution of the certification would hot be
appropriate because there is no process in place to conduct independent external
investigations into allegations of serious negligence or misconduct committed by
laboratory employees and contraciors.

Five: A state applicant intends to distribute Coverdell award funds to forensic laboratories at
both the state and local levels. An independent commission established by the Governor has
authority to investigate allegafions of serious negligence or misconduct by employees, including
employees of units of local government within the state.

Guidanee: Under these circumnstarices, the existence of this commission is not itself a
' strficient basis for execufion of e cetfification. In thisregard, the commission doesnat
.. have authority to investigate allegations of sericus negligence or misconduct by
contractors of state and local government forensic laboratories that receive Coverdell
funds. (if, however, scme other govermnmient eniity, distinct from the cormmission, has a
process in place to conduct independent external investigations of allegations of serious
negligence or misconduct by such contractors, execution of the certification might be

appropriate depending on all the facts.)

Six: A local forensic laberatory, which is intended to receive a portion of the funds from a
Coverdell award to a state, notifies the state applicant that a quality assurance official is
responsible for investigating allegations of serious negligence or misconduct by employees and
contractors of the local forensic laboratory. The quality assurance officlal reports to the director
of the forensic laboratory.

Guidance: Under these circumstances, exacution of the certification would not be
appropriaie because the quality assurance official reports fo the director of the forensic
laboratory: therefore, there is no process in place fo conduct independent exiernal
investigations of allegations against the forensics laboratory as required to make the
certification.
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Seven: An applicant agency (a forensics laboratory) intends to employ a contractor or a
nongovernmental organization fo conduct investigations into allegations of serious negligence or
misconduct commitied by laboratory employees.

Guidance: Under these circumstances, execution of the cerfification would nat be
appropriate as there is neither a government entity nor an appropriate pracess in place
to conduct independent external investigations of allegations against the laboratory,
whether alleged to be committed by laboratory employees andfor coniractors, because
the contractar or nongovernmental entity is employed by and responsible to the
forensics laboratary,

Eight: An applicant agency is accredited by an independent accredltmg or certifying
organization such as ANAB, NAME, A2LA, IACBME, efc.

Guidance: In this situation, execufion of the certification would not be appropriate. The
fact of accreditation or cerfification by an outside entity on its own does not demonstrate
that the agency has a process it place to investigate allegations of serious negligence or
misconduct commitied by erriployees or confractors. There is insufficient information to
property make the required certification in this situation,

If QJP determines that an application does not include these elements, it will not proceed fo
peer review and will not receive any further consideration.

Frequently Asked Questions for the FYz25 Paul Coverdell
Competitive NOFO

1. Q: Is one single applicant permitted to submit muliiple applications under the current
Coverdeil Competitive Program?

A Yes hOWeVel" onIy one award wiII be made to each applicant under the Coverdeit

P

applrca’hor,rﬁ.l?wﬂ‘revrew orniy'fhe mostrecent systemevalidated version "submrtted?

2. Q:'If an applicant from a unit of focal government gets a Coverdell Conipetitive Award,
does that affect the maximum amount the state can apply for under the formula grant?

A: No. If an applicant unit of local government is the entify that receives a competitive award,

Othigt * Appltcatlon L
Infarmaﬁ:on Check[:st

oppottunity.

3. Q: | am a state agency. Do | have to apply through the SAA in order to be considered
eligible?

A: Yes, all state agencies must apply through the SAA.
4. Q: Do | have to be accredited in order o apply?

A: Applicants do not have fo be currently accredited to apply; however, Coverdell awardees
must use grant funds to prepare and apply for accreditation of any FY25 Coverdell grant-funded
unaccredited forensic laboratory systern, including any laboratory operated by a unit of local
government within the state, not more than 2 years after the FY25 Coverdell award date.
Medical examiner's and coroner's offices are exempt from this accreditation requirement. The
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accrediting body rmust be “a signatory to an intemnationally recognized arrangement” and one
that “offers accreditation fo forensic science confarmity assessment bodies using an
accreditation standard that is recognized by that internationally recognized arrangement.”

5. Q: Our law enforcement agency is accredited {e.g., CALEA)—are we eligible to apply?

Az With few exceptions, law enforcement agencies with law enforcement accreditation, rather
than forensic laboratory or medical examiner accreditation, are not eligible for Coverdell funding.
The accrediting body must be “a signatory to an internationally recognized arrangement™ and
one that “offers accreditation to forensic science conformity assessment bodies using an
accreditation standard that is recognized by that internationally recognized arangement.” See
FAQ #4 above. Furthermore, for eligibility, the applicant must meet the definition of a forensic
laboratory as outlined in the Definitions section of the NOFO.

7 Application "
- Checkfist "~ =
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
OFFICE OF JUSTICE PROGRAMS
BUREAU OF JUSTICE ASSISTANCE

FY 2025 Coverdell Forensic Science Improvement
Grants Program

Certification as to Plan for Forensic Science Laboraiories —
Application from a Unit of Local Government

On behalf of the applicant agency named below, 1 certify the following to the Bureau of Justice
Assistance, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice:

This unit of local government has developed a plan for forensic science
laboratories under a program intended to improve the quality and timeliness of
forensic science or medicat examiner services provided by the laboratories
operated by the applicant unit of local government and any other government-
operated laboratories within the State that will receive a portion of the grant
amount.

I acknowledge that a false statement in this certification or in the grant application that it
supports may be the subject of criminal prosecution, including under 18 U.S.C. § 1001 and/or
1621 andfor 34 U.S.C. §§ 10271-10273. [ also acknowledge that Office of Justice Programs
grants, including cerifications provided in connection with such grants, are subject to review by
the Office of Justice Programs and/or by the Depariment of Justice’'s Office of the Inspector
General.

| have authority to make this certification on behalf of the applicant agency (that is, the agency

“applying directly to the Bureau of Justice Assistance).

LT

Signature of Cerlifying Official

"*""’*”"71361:66"[6[) hens
Printed Name of Certifying Official
Chairman
Title of Certifying Oificial

Decatur County, Georgia
Name of Applicant Agency (including Name of Unit of Local Government)

10-2%8-25
Da’ge




U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
OFFICE OF JUSTICE PROGRAMS
BUREAU OF JUSTICE ASSISTANCE

FY 2025 Coverdell Forensic Science Improvement
Grants Program

Certification as to Generally Accepted Laboratory
Practices and Procedures

On behalf of the applicant agency named below, | certify the following to the Bureau of Justice
Assistance, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice:

Any forensic science laboratory system, medical examiner's office, or coroner's
office in the State, including any laboratory operated by a unit of local
government within the State, that will receive any portion of the grant amount

— uses generally accepted laboratory practices and procedures, established by
accrediting organizations or appropriate certifying bodies.

I acknowledge that a false statement in this certification or in the grant application that it
supports may be the subject of criminal prosecution, including under 18 U.S.C. § 1001 and/or
1621 and/or 34 U.8.C. §§ 10271-10273. | also acknowledge that Office of Justice Programs
grants, including certifications provided in connection with such grants, are subject to review by
the Office of Justice Programs and/or by the Depariment of Justice's Office of the Inspector
General.

I have authority to make this certification on behalf of the applicant agency (that is, the agency
applying directly to the Bureau of Justice Assistance).

Signature of Certifyirg Official

Pete Stephens

__Printed Name of Certifying Official e
Chairman

Title of Certifying Official

Decatur County, Georgia

Name of Applicant Agency
{Including Name of State)

ID-28-35
Date




Certification as to Plan for Forensic Science Laboratories
Introduction

The South Georgia Judicial Circuit Office of the District Atforney via the Decatur County Board
of Commissioners has developed a c(}mprehensive plan to enhance the quality and timeliness of
forensic science and medical examiner services provided by state-operated and locally-operated
forensic laboratories. This plan outlines the strategic initiatives, resource allocations, and
procedural improvements intended to elevate forensic service standards, improve case processing
times, and ensure adherence o best practices in forensic science.

Goals and Objectives

1. Enhance the Quality ef Forensic Services: Implement measures to improve the
accuracy, reliability, and credibility of forensic analyses.

2. Improve Timeliness of Case Processing: Reduce the backlog of cases and ensure timely
completion of forensic examinations.

3. Standardize Procedures Across Laboratories: Establish imiform protocols and
procedures across all state and local forensic laboratories.

4. Inerease Training and Professional Development: Provide ongoing education and
training for forensic scientists and medical examiners.

5. Upgrade Laboratery Infrastructure and Equipment: Iuvest in state-of-the-art
technology and modernize laboratory facilities.

6. Promote Interagency Collaboration: Foster cooperation and information sharing
among state and local forensic iaboratories.

Detailed Plan Components
1. Quality Imi)raveﬁent Imﬂatwes
e Accreditation: Ensure all state and local forensic laboratories achieve and maintain

accreditation from recognized bodies such as the American Society of Crime Laboratory
Directors/Laboratory Accreditation Board (ASCLD/LAB).

o Quality Assurance Programs: Implement rigorous quality assurance and control
programs, including proficiency testing, audits, and peer reviews.

o Stapdard Operating Procedures (SOPs): Develop and enforce standardized operating
procedures for all types of forensic analyses.

2. Timeliness Improvement Measures

¢« Case Management System: Implement an advanced case management system to track
and prioritize forensic casework efficiently.
+ Workforce Expansion: Recruit and hire additional forensic scientists and medical
“exarminers to manage the workload effectively.
s Process Optimization: Conduct workflow analysis to identify boitlenecks and
mmplement process improvements to expedite case processing.




3. Stapdardizatien Acress Laboratories

¢ Uniform Protocols: Develop and distribute 2 comprehensive manual of standard
protocols for forensic examinations.

e Inter-laboratory Coordination: Establish a central coordination office to oversee the
implementation of standardized procedures across all laboratories.

4. Traizing and Professional Development

= Continuous Education: Offer regular training sessions, workshops, and conferences to
keep staff updated on the latest advancements in forensic science.

s Ceriification Programs: Encourage and support staff in obtaining professional
certifications in their respective forensic disciplines.

» Mentforship and Peer Learning: Create mentorship programs to facilitate knowledge
transfer and skill development among forensic personnel.

3. Infrastructure and Equipment Upgrades

¢« Technology Investment: Procure culting-edge forensic analysis equipment and software
to enhance analytical capabilities.

¢ Facility Modernization: Renovate and expand laboratory facilities to accommodate
advanced forensic technologies and increase operational capacity.

e Sustainability Tnitiatives: Incorporate sustainable practices and energy-efficient
technologies in laboratory operations.

0. Interagency Cellaboration

« Information Sharing Platforms: Develop and maintain platforms for data sharing and
communication between state and local forensic laboratories.
s Joint Task Forees: Establish joint task forces to address specific forensw chaﬁenges and
share expertise across jurisdictions.
« Collaborative Research: Promote collaborative research projects to advance forensic
science practices and methodologies.

Grant Utilization
To carry out this comprehensive plan, the grant will be utilized in the following manner:

1. Personnel Costs: Funding for the recruitment and training of additional forensic
scientists and medical examiners.

2. Equipment Purchase: Acquisition of advanced forensic analysis instruments and
supporting technologies.

3. TFacility Upgrades: Renovation and expansion of laboratory facilities to support modern
forensic practices.

4. Training Programs: Development and implementation of continuous education and
certification programs for forensic staff.




5. Process Improvement Projects: Initiatives aimed at optimizing forensic workflows and
reducing case backlogs.

6. Interagency Projects: Projects that enhance collaboration and standardization across
state and local forensic laboratories.

Conclusion

The South Georgia Judicial Circuit Office of the District Attorney via the Decatur County Board
of Commissioners is committed to enhancing the quality and timeliness of forensic seience and
medical examiner services. This plan, supported by the grant, will ensure that forensic
Iaboratories at both the state and local levels are equipped to meet the highest standards of
forensic practice, thereby improving the administration of justice and public safety in the state.

Certification

This document certifies that the South Georgia Judicial Cirenit Office of the District Attorney via
the Decatur County Board of Commissioners has developed and will implement the described
plan to improve forensic science laboratories, in compliance with the objectives of the grant

program.




U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
OFFICE OF JUSTICE PROGRAMS
BUREAU OF JUSTICE ASSISTANCE

FY 2025 Coverdell Forensic Science improvement
Granis Program

Ceriification as to Forensic Science Laboratory System Accreditation

On behaif of the applicant agency named below, | certify the following {o the Bureau of Justice
Assistance, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice:

- Before receiving any funds under this grant, any forensic science laboratory system in the
State, including any laboratory operated by a unit of local government within the State,
that will receive any portion of the grant amount (except with regard to any medical
examiner's cffice in the State) either—

a} Is accredited by an accrediting body that is a signatory to an internationally recognized
arrangement and that offers accreditation to forensic science conformity assessment
bodies using an accreditation standard that is recognized by that internationally
recognized arrangement, or,

b) is not so accredited, but will (or will be required in a legally binding and enforceable
writing to) use a portion of the grant amount to prepare and apply for such accreditation
not more than 2 years aiter the date on which a grant is awarded under the FY 2025 Paul
Coverdeli Forensic Science Improvement Grants Program.

I acknowledge that a false siatement in this certification or in the grant application that it supporis may be
the subject of criminal prosecution, including under 18 U.S.C. § 1001 and/or 1621 and/or 34 U.S.C. §§
10271-10273. | also acknowledge that Office of Justice Programs grants, including certifications provided
in connection with such grants, are subject fo review by the Office of Justice Programs and/or by the
Depattment of Justice’s Office of the tnspector General.’ )

I have authority to make this certification on behalf of the applicant agency (that is, the agency applying
directly to the Bureau of Justice Assistance).

Pl Szt

Signature of Certifying Official
Pete Stephens

Printed Name of Certifying Official
Chairman

Title of Certifying Official

Decatur County BOC, Georgia

Name of Applicant Agency
{Including Name of State)

|0-ag -25
Date




U.8. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
OFFICE OF JUSTICE PROGRAMS
BUREAU OF JUSTICE ASSISTANCE

FY 2025 Coverdell Forensic Science Improvement
Grants Program

Certification as to Use of Funds for New Facilities

On behalf of the applicant agency named below, | certify the following to the Bureau of Justice
Assistance, Office of Justice Programs, U.8. Depariment of Justice:

The amount of the grant (if any) used for the costs of any new facility or facilities
to be constructed as part of a program to improve the quality and timeliness of
forensic science and medical examiner services will not exceed the limitations
set forth at 34 U.S.C. § 10564(c) and summarized in the FY 2025 Paul
Coverdell Forensic Science Improvement Grants Program solicitation.

I acknowledge that a false statement in this certification or in the grant application that it
supports may be the subject of criminal prosecution, including under 18 U.S.C. § 1001 andfor
1621 andfor 34 U.8.C. §§ 10271-10273. | also acknowledge that Office of Justice Programs
grants, including ceriifications provided in connection with such grants, are subject to review by
the Office of Justice Programs and/or by the Department of Justice’s Cffice of the Inspector
General.

I have authority to make this certification on behalf of the applicant agency {that is, the agency
applying directly to the Bureau of Juslice Assistance).

Signature of Cerfifying Official
Pete Stephens

Printed Name of Certifying Official

Chairman
Title of Certifying Official

Decatur County BOC, Georgia

Name of Applicant Agency
(including Name of State)

|O-83-=25
Date




U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
OFFICE OF JUSTICE PROGRAMS
BUREAU OF JUSTICE ASSISTANCE

FY 2025 Coverdell Forensic Science Improvement
Grants Program

Certification as fo External Investigations

On behalf of the applicant agency named below, | certify the following to the Bureau of Justice
Assistance, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice:

A government entity exists and an appropriate process is in place to conduct
independent external investigations into allegations of serious negligence or
misconduct substantially affecting the integrity of the forensic resuits committed
by employees or contractors of any forensic laboratory system, medical
examiner's office, coroner's office, law enforcement storage facility, or medical
facility in the State that will receive a portion of the grant amount.

| personally read and reviewed the section entitled “Eligibility” in the Fiscal Year 2025 program
solicitation for the Paul Coverdell Forensic Science improvement Grants Program. |
acknowiedge that a false statement in this certification or in the grant application that it supports
may be the subject of criminal prosecution, including under 18 U.8.C. § 1001 and/or 1621
and/or 34 U.8.C. §§ 10271-10273. | alsc acknowledge that Office of Justice Programs grants,
including certifications provided in connection with such grants, are subject to review by the
Office of Justice Programs and/or by the Department of Justice’s Office of the Inspector
General.

} have authority to make this. cerfification.on behalf of the-applicant-agency (that s, the agency.
applyin%irect to the, Bureau-of Justice Assistance).
§

Signature of Certifying Oﬁcia!
Pete Stephens e S

Printed Name of Certifying Official
Chairman

Title of Certifying Official

Decatur County BOC, Georgia
Name of Applicant Agency

{Including Name of State}

1©0-28-25
Date




FY 2025 Coverdell Forensic Science
Improvement Grants Program

Attachment: External Investigations

The “Certification as to External investigations” that is submitted on behalf of the applicant agency as part of
this application certifies that—

A government entity exists and an appropriate process is in place {o conduct independent extemal
investigations info allegations of serious negligence or misconduct substantially affecting the
integrity of the forensic resuits committed by employees or contractors of any forensic laboratory
system, medical examiner's office, coroner's office, law enforcement storage facility, or medical
facility in the State that will receive a portion of the grant amount.

Prior to receiving funds, the applicant agency (that is, the agency applying directing to the Bureau of Justice
Assistance) must provide — for each forensic laboratory system, medical examiner’s office, coroner’s office, law
enforcement storage facility, or medical facility that will receive a portion of the grant amount — the name of the
“government entity” {or entities) that forms the basis for the certification. Please use the template below to provide
this information. (Applicants imay adapt this template if necessary, but should ensure that the adapted document
provides all required information.)

IMPORTANT NOTE: If necessary for accuracy, list more than one entity wiih respect to each intended recipient of a
portion of the grant amount. For example, if no single entify has an apprepriate process in place with respect to
aflegations of serious negligence as well as serious misconduct, it will be necessary to list more than one entity.
Similarly, if no single eniity has an appropriate pracess in place with respect fo allegations conceming contractors as
well as employess, it will be necessary to list more than one entity.

Additional guidance regarding the “Certification as to External Investigations” appears in the Eligibility Information
section of the program solicitation for the FY 2025 Coverdell Program.

Name of Applicant Agency (including Name of State):

Decatur County Board of Commissioners, GA

Date: 10D-2R¥-2A5

Name of any forensic [aboratory system, medical Existing government entity (entities) with an appropriate
examiner’s office, coroner’s office, law enforcement process in place to conduct independent external
storage facility, or medical facility that will receive a investigations

portion of the grant amount

N Decatur County BOC ————Decatur Co UﬂWB@Gfﬁiﬁ




FY 2025 External Investigations Attachment {continued)

Name of Applicant Agency:

3.




Mark Harrell

DECATUR COUNTY TAX COMMISSIONER
P.O. Box 246 / 112 W. Water St
Buainbridge, GA 39818
Phone:248-3021 / Fax: 248-2110

E& R/ NOD - Probertv Tax Digest

2025 Digest Year

10/21/2025

Map & Parcel Name 100% Value From | 100 Value To Memo
104A 40 Angle Patrick L $ 260,966.00 | § 260,966.00 |Homestead removed. Owner deceased.
B2595 Bainbridge Enterprises LLC $ 137.846.00 | § 114,584.00 |Finalized appeal.
B291 Bainbridge Enterprises LLC $ 74,745.60 $ 65,439.00 {Finalized appeal.
B35 152 Bainbridge Enterprises LLC 3 185,545.00 | § 159,548.00 {Finalized appeal.
B35 24 Bainbridge Enterprises LLC 5 35,332.00 | § 33,630.00 |Finalized appeal.
B35132 BLT Property Group LLC b 72,666.00 | § 56,765.00 |Finalized appeal.
B8134C Boyd Bainbridge LLC $ £79,688.00 | § 896,392.00 |Finalized appeal.
B53A 24 C,t.;ie TS Bainbridge GA 5 2,085,703.00 | $ 2,132,643.00 |Finalized appeal.
Crall Douglas B & Carolyn
21A 8 Elizabeth $ 418,794.00 | $ 637,274.00 |Correcting an error when parcels were combined.
Personal Property |Higdon Enterprises LLC $ 126,361.00 | § 161,925.00 |Return filed late. Send corrected bill
B60 60 Johnson Joe C/O Thomas Conger | § 39,320.00 | 8 26,132.00 |Finalized appeal.
84C 33 Johnson Nancy G b3 409,532.00 | $ 409,532.00 |Disabled Veteran's homestead added.
B67 30 King Willie & Rosalyn E $ 84,057.00 (| $ 84.057.00 |Disabled Veteran's homestead added.
B80A 94 Nﬁchaud Scott 5 183,079.00 | 5 183,079.00 |Disabled Veteran's homestead added.
B50 8 Moore Guy R & Penny H 3 204,281.001 8 204,281.00 |Disabled Veterah's homestead added.
B32 169 ﬁew Bainbridge LLC 5 41,726.00 | $ 34,7%2.00 |Finalized appeal.
B70 88A 0ld School Enterprises LLC 5 29,926.00 | $ 25,264.00 |0ld School Enterprises LLC
10 16 Sarmiento Jose A $ 745000 | § - [Delete this tax biil. This land is part of map 93-49,
Disabled Veteran's homestead added. Mobile home
24B Smith James Lancer $ 224770018 85,717.00

taxed with real property.




B63 102 Waltrust Properties Inc 2,531,060.00 2,415,450.00 |Finalized appeal.
12 36 Warr Brenton W & Comelia L 286,118.00 271,812.00 |Finalized appeal.
1222 Warr Brenton W & Cornelia L 2,965,488.00 2,684,869.00 [Finalized appeal.
12 228 ‘Warr Brenton W & Comelia L. 11,175.00 9,685.00 |Finalized appeal.
Warr Brenton Woofin & Cornelia
B90A 20 Lucile 579,424.00 518,903.00 |Finalized appeal.
Warr Brenton Woofin & Cornelia
124 Lucile : 2,401,822.00 2,183,250.00 |Finalized appeal.
Warr Brenton Woofin & Cormmelia
1223 Lucile 202,144.00 192,037.00 |Finalized appeal.
Warr Prenton Woofin & Cornelia
1229 Lucile 263,603.00 250,423.00 |Finalized appeal.
. ‘Warr Brenton Woofin & Cormelia
1234 Lucile 95,359.00 90,591.00 |Finalized appeal.
Owner needs a new bill. Homestead should be 4 instead
68C 54 Williams Phyllis C 153,340.00 153,340.00 [of 5.
14,789,031.00 $14,342,370.00

Mark i—Iarrell - Tax Commissioner

Annalee Yarbrough - Board of Assessors

Pde x>

Pete Stephens, Chairman = Board of Commissioners




