MINUTES

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COMMISSIONERS’ BOARDROOM

TUESDAY, AUGUST 25, 2026

PRESENT: CHAIRMAN PETE STEPHENS, VICE CHAIRMAN DENNIS BRINSON,
COMMISSIONERS, BOBBY BARBER, JR, RUSTY DAVIS, STEVE BROCK, AND GEORGE
ANDERSON, COUNTY ATTORNEY BRUCE KIRBO, COUNTY ADMINSTRATOR RANDY
WILLIAMS, AND COUNTY CLERK MICHELLE WEST.

INVOCATION AND THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Stephens called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. After the call to order, County
Attorney Kirbo gave the invocation and all those assembled pledged allegiance to the flag of the
United States of America.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Chainman Stephens requested an amendment to the agenda to add Personnel to Executive Session
and to add Item No. 7, Board Appointments. Vice Chairman Brinson made a motion to approve
the agenda as amended. Commissioner Brock seconded the motion. A vote was taken, and the
motion was unanimously approved.

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS

There were no Special Presentations.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Stephens recognized Jackie Bridges with the Department of Family and Children
Services, who announced that she would be retiring on August 28, 2026. Ms. Bridges expressed
her appreciation to the Board for its years of support.

Chairman Stephens recognized Johnnie Mae Livingston of 330 Bettstown Road, who stated that
the grass needs to be cut at the intersection of Cooter Bouie Road and Bettstown Road. The Board

directed Public Works Supervisor Ken Heidt to look into the matter.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Vice Chairman Brinson made a motion to approve the minutes of the Cominissioners’ meeting
held August 25, 2026, as presented. Commissioner Brock seconded the motion, a vote was taken
and unanimously approved.

OLD BUSINESS

There was no old business.

NEW BUSINESS

Board of Education Update — Dr. Boyd English. Chaimman Stephens recognized School
Superintendent Dr. Boyd English, who provided an update on current events within the school
system and discussed plans to increase the use of technology in school facilities to better prepare
students for the future. Dr. English stated that approximately 3,939 students are currently enrolled
in the Decatur County School System, ranging from Pre-K through 12th grade, with a total of
approximately 650 faculty and staff members. Dr. English also stated that the millage rate for 2026
will be lowered to 14.432.

Consider Approval of Planning Commission Recommendation Special Use Permit - Chris
Halsey. Chairman Stephens recognized Steve O’Neil, Director of Community & Economic
Development, who stated that the applicant, Chris Halsey, is requesting to establish a private RV




park on Parcel No. 01050054800 as part of the Motocross Training Facility located on Cedar
Grove Road, east of Lake Douglas Road. Director O’Neil stated that the Planning Commission
unanimously approved the special use permit for the RV park, conditioned upon approval by the
Decatur County Environmental Health Department.

Commissioner Brock made a motion to approve the special use permit, conditioned upon approval
by the Decatur County Environmental Health Department. Commissioner Barber seconded the
motion, a vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Resolution — TREES Act. Chairman Stephens recognized County
Administrator Williams, who stated that a copy of the resolution was included in the
Commissioners’ packet. County Administrator Williams explained that the TREES Act provides
temporary property tax relief and that Decatur County is cligible to receive grant funds in the
amount of $167,967.10 as a result of the Hurricane Helene disaster, contingent upon approval of
the attached resolution.

Commissioner Barber made a motion to approve the resolution, a copy of which is attached.
Commissioner Davis seconded the motion, a vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Resolution — 5311 Regional Transit. Chairman Stephens recognized
County Administrator Williams, who stated that a copy of the resolution was included in the
Commissioners’ packet. County Administrator Williams stated that the Southwest Georgia
Regional Commission is again applying for a grant to continue providing rural transportation
services in Decatur County. County Administrator Williams recommended approval of the
resolution by the Board.

Commissioner Barber made a motion to approve the resolution, a copy of which is attached.
Commissioner Brock seconded the motion. A vote was taken and the motion was unanimously
approved.

Consider Approval of Board Appointment — DFACS. Chairman Stephens delayed
consideration of board appointment until after Executive Session.

Executive Session — Litigation & Personnel

Commissioner Barber made the motion to enter into executive session to discuss Litigation and
Personnel. Commissioner Davis seconded the motion, a vote was taken and unanimously
approved.

After the executive session, the Commissioners assembled back in the boardroom. Vice Chairman
Brinson made the motion to enter back into regular session. Commissioner Davis seconded the
motion, a vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Stephens stated litigation and personnel were discussed in executive session and no
action was taken.

Consider Board Appointments. Chairman Stephens stated board appointments were discussed
in executive session and Delrose Betts has agreed to fulfill the unexpired term of Laura
Tumer on the Decatur County Depariment of Family and Children Services Board. The
appointment starts immediately and ends on June 30, 2027.

Chairman Stephens stated that Kyle Kelley has agreed to fulfill the unexpired term of Sherry
Hutchins on the Board of Heath. The appoiniment starts immediately and ends on December 31,
2029.

Commissioner Barber made a motion to approve the board appointments. Commissioner Davis
seconded the motion, a vote was taken and unanimously approved.

COMMISSIONERS/ADMINISTRATOR’S REMARKS

The Commissioners thanked everyone for coming.




ADJOURN

There being nc further business, the meeting, on motion by Commissicner Brock was duly
adjourned. Vice Chairman Brinson seconded the motion; a vote was taken and unanimously
approved.
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TEMPORARY PROPERTY TAX RELIEF FOR ELIGIBLE
STANDING TIMBER LOCATED IN A DISASTER AREA IN
DECATUR COUNTY

WHEREAS, Article VII, Section 1, Paragraph III(h) of the Constitution of Georgia
and Code Section 48-5-33.1 authorize counties, consolidated governments, cities, and
county or independent boards of education, which are located in whole or in part within a
certain disaster area, to grant temporary property tax relief for certain eligible timber

property;

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Decatur County is an eligible governing
authority under Code Section 48-5-33.1(a) because Decatur County is located in whole or in part
within an area designated for public assistance or individual and public assistance pursuant to the
Federal Emergency Management Agency FEMA-4830-DR Georgia disaster declaration as of
November 4, 2024;

WHEREAS, Decatur County contains eligible timber property as such term is defined
in Code Section 48-5-33.1(a}(4);

WHEREAS, pursuant to Code Section 48-5-33.1(c), the granting of such temporary
tax relief by Decatur County for county ad valorem taxes is contingent upon the adoption
of a resolution by the Board of Commissioners of Decatur County;

WHEREAS, Code Section 48-5-33.1(f)(1) requires the State Foresiry Commission to
establish a certification form to be used by taxpayers and Decatur County shall not process
any request for such temporary tax relief without having received a valid certification from
the taxpayer seeking such relief; and

WHEREAS, Decatur County desires to provide such temporary tax relief in
conformity with the requirements of state law;

NOW, THEREFORE, BEIT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of Decatur
County that:

(1) Decatur County is declared a jurisdiction that contains eligible timber property;

(2) The Board of Commissioners of Decatur County consents to the grant of the
temporary tax relief anthorized under Code Section 45-5-33.1;

(3) Taxpayers seeking such tax relief shall complete and submit the certification form
established by the State Forestry Commission pursuant to Code Section 48-5-33.1(f)
and to the Tax Commissioner of Decatur County, and only those certification forms
which are complete, including all required information shall be deemed valid and
accepted by the (For the purposes of this Resolution, “acceptance by the eligible
governing authority” means acceptance by the Decatur County Tax Commissioner.);
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(4) The levy and collection of Decatur County ad valorem taxes which would otherwise
be imposed pursuant to Code Section 48-5-7.5 during the final quarter of 2024 or
any quarter during 2025 is waived for validly certified eligible timber property;

(5) Pursuant to Code Section 48-5-33.1(¢), the Tax Commissioner of Decatur County is
hereby directed to facilitate the refund of any taxes paid pursuant to Code Section
48-5-7.5 for eligible standing timber on validly certified eligible standing timber
property during the final quarter of 2024 or during any quarter of 2025, in the same
manner as otherwise provided under Code Section 48-5-380;

(6) If taxes have been levied, but not collected, pursuant to Code Section 48-5-7.5 on
validly certified eligible standing timber property during the final quarter of 2024 or
during any quarter of 2025, the Decatur County Board of Commissioners hereby
waives the payment and collection of such taxes. The Decatur County Tax
Commissioner is hereby requested to provide each such taxpayer with an updated
tax bill reflecting that such amount is no longer due, as required by Code Section 48-

5-33.1(e);

(7) No temporary tax relief shall be provided to a taxpayer unless and until the
applicable requirements of Code Section 48-5-33.1 have been met and the taxpayer
has submitted a valid certification form for eligible timber property.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Clerk of the Decatur County Board of
Commissioners is hereby directed to provide a copy of this approved and executed
Resolution to 1) the Decatur County Tax Commissioner; 2) the Decatur County Board of
Tax Assessors; 3) the Chief Appraiser; 4) the State Foresiry Commission; and 5) the
Georgia Department of Revenue.

This Resolution shall become effective Ausu.s‘k 35 , 2026.

SO RESOLVED this asmday of %&{\; 2026, by the Board of Commissioners of
Decatur County, Georgia.

Pete Stephens, Gﬁalrman
ATTEST:

MUY etetoo A deadt

Michelle West, County Clerk




RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE FILING OF AN APPLICATION WITH THE DEPARTMENT CF
TRANSPORTATION, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, AND GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION, FOR A GRANT UNDER TITLE 49 U.8.C., SECTICN 5311.

WHEREAS, the Federal Transit Administration and the Georgia Department of Transpoertation are authorized to
make grants to non-urbanized (rural) areas for mass transportation projects; and

WHEREAS, the contract for financial assistance will impose certain obligations upon Applicant, including the
provision of the local share of project costs; and

WHEREAS, it is required by the United States Department of Transportation and the Georgia Department of
Transportation in accordance with the provisions of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, that in connection with
the filing of an application for assistance under the Federal Transit Act, the applicant gives an assurance that it
will comply with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the United States Depariment of Transportation
requirements thereunder; and

WHEREAS, it is the goal of the Applicant that Disadvantaged Business Enterprise {DBE) be uiilized to the fullest
extent possible in connection with this project, and that definitive procedures shall be established and
administered to ensure that minority business shall have the maximum feasible opportunity o compete for
contracts and purchase orders when procuring construction confracts, supplies, equipment contracts, or
consultant and other services.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED By Decatur County Board of Commissioners  nereinafter
referred to as the “Applicant”,

1. That the Designated Official SW GA Regional Commission  hereinafter referred to as the “Official, is
authorized to execute and file an application on behalf of _Decatur Couniy Board of Commissionsrs with the
Georgia Department of Transportation, to aid in the purchase of bus transit vehicles and/or the planning,
development, and construction of bus transit-related facilities pursuant to Section 5311 of the Federal Transit
Act.

2. That the Official is authorized to execute and file such application and assurances, or any other document
required by the U.S. Department of Transportation and the Georgia Department of Transportation effectuating
the purpose of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964,

3. That the Official is authorized to execute and file alt other standard assurances, or any other document
required by the Georgia Department of Transportation or the U.S. Department of Transportation in connection
with the application for public fransportation assistance.

4. That the Official is authorized to execute grant contract agreements on behalf of the Applicant with the
Georgia Department of Transportation.

5. That the Official is authorized to set forth and execute DBE pohcees and procedures in connection with the
project's procurement needs as applicable.

6. That the applicant while making application fo or receiving grants from the Federal Transit Administration will
comply with FTA Circular 9040.1G, FTA Certifications and Assurances for Federal Assistance 2024 as listed
in this grant application and General Operating Guidelines as illustrated in the Georgia State Management
Plan.




7. That the applicant has or will have available in the General Fund the required non-federal funds to meet local

share requirernents for this grant application.

APPROVED AND ADOPTED this_85"_day of Pcuf)us'\'

Signature of Authorized Official

Pete Stepgrens . Chalromar

Name and Title of Authorized Official
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CERTIFICATE
The undersigned duly qualified and acting Courr"}/ Clerk of Decatur County Board of Commissioners

(Title of Certifying/Attesting Official) {Applicant’s Legal Name) cetlifies that the foregoing is

a true and correct copy of a resolution adopted at a legally convened meéting held on
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